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Delivering ho 


Evangel Assembly 
offers assistance during 
health emergency 
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By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -— There’s a 
common saying that “big things 
come in little packages,’ a con- 
cept one Wilbraham church has 
taken to heart, packing a giant, 
heartwarming message into a 
simple box of goods. 

Earlier this month, Evangel 
Assembly of God filled more 
than 125 boxes with essential 
items to those in need. The boxes 
were delivered to the Wilbraham 
Senior Center, the Eastbrook 
Apartments in Springfield, as 
well as families and parishioners. 

“Whether it’s in the midst of 
a pandemic or the regular world, 
this is something we want to 
do,’ Lori Canaday, Evangel’s 
outreach and children’s pastor, 
said. “Our motto is ‘we’re here 
to serve God, others and our 
world,’ she added, noting the 
driving force behind all of their 
service efforts. 

Each box was packed with 
various goods, including dry 
foods like pasta and canned 
goods, fresh fruits and root vege- 
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Volunteers from Evangel Assembly of God in Wilbraham packs boxes full of needed items for distribution throughout the area. TIMES PHOTO 
Please see HOPE, page 13. SUBMITTED 





24, playing in the puddles following a rain shower. How are you 
spending your time? Send your photos and tales to tyler@turley. 
com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





Selectmen say ‘No’ to Westcomm 


Will look for future 
regional partner 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— For at least 
another year, residents dialing 
9-1-1 within the town of Hamp- 
den will continue to speak to a 
dispatcher located within the 
Hampden Police Department. 

Those days are numbered, 
however, following action by the 
Board of Selectmen April 23. 

Selectmen rejected joining 
the Westcomm Regional Dis- 
patch Center. Instead, the Board 


took a symbolic vote, supporting 
a merge with a regional partner 
and presenting residents with de- 
tails and options by a fall special 
town meeting. 

Westcomm required Hamp- 
den to submit their intentions 
ahead of the May 4 grant filing 
deadline through the state’s 911 
Department. The grant would 
be necessary for Hampden to 
receive 100 percent reimburse- 
ment of its costs to join the re- 
gional entity, located in the Chi- 
copee Public Safety Complex at 
15 Court St. Such grant fully re- 
imburses a community for three 
years, 75 percent in year four 
and 25 percent in year five. By 


year six, the town would fully 
pay for its share of emergency 
dispatch costs. 

“T strongly believe consoli- 
dating dispatch is not only an ef- 
ficient and responsible approach 
to providing quality emergency 
dispatch service at a reasonable 
cost to the town, I also think it’s 
the future,’ Selectman Chairman 
Donald Davenport said, noting 
the town “won’t be able to afford” 
providing such services long-term, 
facing rising labor and _ benefit 
costs, likely changes in staffing re- 
quirements and an almost certain 
reduction in state funding. 


Please see WESTCOMM, page 13 


Towns extend tax deadlines to June 1 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


Taxpayers in Hampden and 
Wilbraham may take a collec- 
tive sigh of relief, as selectmen 
in both towns opted to extend the 
due date on fourth quarter tax 
bills. 

Such bills are typically due 
by May 1, but earlier this month 
the state Legislature acted to en- 
able municipalities the option 
to move the due date and waive 


late fees and interest, giving res- 
idents extra time to make such 
payments during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Both boards of selectmen 
were unanimous in their deci- 
sion to move the deadline. Tax- 
payers in both towns now face a 
deadline of June 1. Late fees and 
interest will be waived if they are 
made on or before June 29. 

“IT support this change,’ 
Wilbraham’s Assistant ‘Town 
Administrator, Treasurer and 


Collector Thomas Sullivan told 
selectmen April 13. He said the 
current public health emergency 
has been “disruptive to every- 
body.” 

At the time of the meeting, 
Sullivan said there was roughly 
$9.5 million in uncollected tax 
bills and noted in a typical year, 
most pay that bill in the last week 
before it’s due. He also said the 
state legislation allows commu- 


Please see TAX, page 13 
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WESTBOROUGH - In an effort 
to protect people from the spread of 
COVID-19, the Massachusetts Di- 
vision of Fisheries and Wildlife has 
adjusted services, events and opera- 
tions. 

Fishing and Hunting: All hunt- 
ing and fishing regulations, includ- 
ing licenses, are still in effect during 
the State of Emergency and Stay at 
Home Advisory. The revenue gener- 
ated from license sales directly sup- 
ports conservation, research, stock- 
ing, education and restoration efforts 
statewide. Licenses may be obtained 
online by visiting the MassFishHunt 
online portal. Outdoor activities 
and travel to and from those activi- 
ties, are still permitted. All residents 
should practice social distancing by 
remaining six feet away from other 
people while participating in out- 
door activities. Outdoor users should 
avoid gathering in groups larger than 
10 people. 

Fishing and _ Trout Stock- 
ing: Fishing is allowed during this 
time with a valid fishing license. 


We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 


—_ =. little project each week. 
DON’T INCLUDE ME 


Find TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to tyler@turley.com. 

We will post your name and count in the 
following weeks paper. 

Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on ©) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


CALL TODAY! 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR 
TURLEY IN YOUR 
LOCAL PAPER 


800-824-6548 


Turtle Count 


Did you find Turley the Turtle in last week’s edition 
of The Wilbraham-Hampden Times? Turley appeared 
11 times. 

Here are the official reader submissions: 

Dianne Melcher, Hampden: 11 

Terry Anderson, Hampden: 11 

Krista Sullivan, Wilbraham: 11 

Anna Mitchell, Wilbraham: 10 

Nancy Joyce, Wilbraham: 10 

Joe Lawrence, Hampden: 9 

Be sure to look hard in this week’s paper! Email 
your count along with your name and town of resi- 
dence by noon on Monday to tyler@turley.com. 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times wants to know how you’re 
coping with the coronavirus clo- 
sures and how they’ve changed all 
of our lives — no school, no work, 
social distancing and staying at 
home. 

We can’t meet our neighbors in 
the schoolyards, playing fields or 
workplaces, but we can all share 
a few snapshots of what life’s like 
with the kids in the house and the 
home office working overtime. 


















Prime Rib of Beef 
Served with Au Jus 
Dinner for 4 to 6 people - $375 


Roasted Tenderloin of Beef 
Served with Cabernet Demi-Glace 
Dinner for 10 - $400 

Dinner for 4 to 6 - $250 
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Faroe Island Salmon Fillet 
Served with Maple Mustard Glaze 
Dinner for 4 to 6 people - $285 


Center Cut Pork Tenderloin 
Served with Fresh Herb & Cider Glaze 
Dinner for 4 to 6 people - $185 


Each Dinner Package comes with: 
House Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette | Roasted Fingerling Potatoes 
3-Cheese Mac & Cheese | Asparagus with Lemon Cream 
Chocolate Cream Pie 


Menu Enhancements and Extras Available. Heating instructions will be included. 


THE STARTING GATE 


AT GREATHORSE 


Call 413-566-1375 to place your order 
www.thestartinggate.com 


All prices include 6.25% MA State Sales Tax 
Orders must be submitted by 5 p.m. on May 3rd. 
Pick up on Saturday, May 9 between 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
All orders to be paid in advance. 
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MassWildlife is continuing to stock 
trout this spring. For the safety of 
MassWildlife staff, please do not 
approach staff while they are stock- 
ing fish. For daily trout stocking 
updates, visit mass.gov/trout. Don’t 
share a boat unless it is large enough 
so that all persons aboard can al- 
ways remain at a minimum distance 
of six feet apart. Anglers and other 
paddlers in canoes and kayaks are 
reminded they are required to wear a 
life jacket through May 15. 

Hunting: Hunting is allowed 
during this time with a valid hunting 
license. The spring turkey hunting 
season opened April 27 and runs 
through May 23. Hunting hours start 
a half hour before sunrise and end 
at noon. Successful hunters must 
report their harvest within 48 hours 
to MassWildlife online this spring 
season, as the state will not open 
physical check stations. Those with- 
out internet access may call one of 
Mass Wildlife’s offices to report their 
harvest. 

Wildlife Management Areas: All 


Take a minute to send in an up- 
date on how you're doing, what 
fun enrichment activities the kids 
have been up to, or anything else 
that’s made the past two weeks a 
special time in your home. Include 
full names of the writer or photog- 
rapher, and anyone visible in each 
photo. We’lI print the best entries in 
next week’s newspaper, and in sub- 
sequent weeks as the state of emer- 
gency continues. The best way to 
contact us is at tyler@turley.com. 
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MassWildlife: COVID-19 response 


MassWildilfe Wildlife Management 
Areas remain open to the public to 
enjoy for fishing, hunting and na- 
ture-based activities. Those utilizing 
these lands are advised to stay six feet 
apart from other visitors and to keep 
pets leashed. MassWildlife encour- 
ages the public to visit lesser-known 
spots and explore the outdoors close to 
home. If crowded, choose a different 
location or time to visit. 

Events and Programs: Mass- 
Wildlife has canceled all group 
events and programs through May 
31, including all hunter education 
and angler education courses. Mass- 
Wildlife will continue to implement 
recommendations from the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts regarding 
any future closures or cancellations. 

Mass Wildlife Offices: All Mass- 
Wildlife offices and hatcheries are 
closed to the public until further no- 
tice. 

For more information, to view 
fishing and hunting seasons and regu- 
lations, find WMAs, or to purchase a 
license, visit mass.gov/masswildlife. 


Share your stories of staying at home 


We would also be glad to pub- 
lish children’s artwork, essays or 
photos created during the school 
closure. Include the creator’s full 
name, age, and school attended. 

For all submissions, also in- 
clude a telephone number and 
email address. We won’t publish 
this information, but may use it to 
verify identities or ask follow-up 
questions. 

Stay safe out and let us know 
how you're doing! 
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Rick’s Place moves online during pandemic 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - Daily life has 
turned upside down for many across 
the globe, as folks come to terms 
with stay at home orders and limita- 
tions imposed on social gatherings. 

While this holds true for nearly 
every person, such impacts can be 
especially difficult for those already 
in their most vulnerable condition, 
like those in the process of grieving 
the loss of a loved one, and children 
in particular. 

Rick’s Place has pioneered peer- 
based bereavement services for chil- 
dren experiencing the loss of a loved 
one in Post Office Park in Wilbra- 
ham. According to Program Director 
Diane Murray, the organization, as 
with others throughout the globe, has 
been forced to adapt to the current 
situation. Their vital services, she 
said, are still taking place but with 
some noticeable modifications. 

“We continue to offer our ser- 
vices through virtual grief groups,’ 
Murray said, noting they have set 
up a private Facebook page that is 
updated daily with activity remind- 
ers, aS well self-care techniques. 
“Parents said, ‘we need something,’ 
so we changed from bi-weekly to 
weekly meetings via Zoom. ... Just 
the opportunity to talk to another 
adult that understands is a big help.” 

Closures are having a real im- 


Annual book sale to take place in fall 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbra- 
ham Friends of the Library’s Annual 
Book Sale has been postponed until 
September 2020. Due to the pandemic 
and uncertainty, all aspects of the book 
sale have been moved to the fall when 
it is hoped the library will be open and 
regular events can be planned. 

Friday, Sept. 25 to Sunday, Sept. 
28 are scheduled drop-off days for 
donations. The Friends accept dona- 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.289.1977 
subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 
Advertising Sales 


Jocelyn Walker 
jwalker@turley.com 


Editor 
Tyler S. Witkop 
tyler@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 


WEB 


www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
turley.com 


FF 2 @ Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 





pact on the lives of children and 
their caregivers, Murray said. Most 
children seeking assistance at Rick’s 
Place are between the ages of 9- and 
12-years-old. All have lost a parent, 
friend or another loved one to death. 
Murray explained the negative news 
surrounding the novel coronavirus 
1S increasing anxiety in this popula- 
tion, as well as their caregivers, as it 
“brings grief to the forefront of their 
lives.” 

“Even the youngest children 
understand their loved ones could 
leave,” she said, noting they are pre- 
paring for an increase in participants 
as a result of COVID-19. 

Murray notes many children are 
informing them that school closures 
are taking a toll, as their teachers 
and school counselors played a vital 
role in overcoming grief. Teachers, 
she said, would understand the need 
for them to get up from their studies 
when grief was overwhelming, and 
the counselors were there to listen. 

Now, with schools closed, those 
children are at home, with routines 
disrupted. And while loved ones may 
mean well, they are facing pressures 
to work remotely and assist their 
children with studies. 

Fortunately, the digital meetings 
are enabling the children to connect 
and continue their peer-support- 
ed bereavement. While they aren’t 
able to do the same activities as they 
normally would, Murray said some 


tions of books, CDs and DVDs. Chil- 
dren’s books, fiction and non-fiction 
are especially appreciated. Space 
restrictions discourage encyclope- 
dias and Reader’s Digest condensed 
novels but cookbooks and up-to-date 
manuals are popular and welcome. 
The Book Sale is scheduled to 
take place Tuesday, Sept. 29 through 
Saturday, Oct. 3. As a “thank you” 
for their support, Friends member 


children took the lead and suggest- 
ed they share some of their creations 
completed at home. 

“It’s very different than what we 
do on site,” she said, noting the shift 
from activity-based to conversation- 
al services. 

“T was a little nervous at first,’ 
she said, but after implementing the 
digital meetings, the children have 
given tours of blanket forts and in- 
troduced their pets, allowing for new 
connections to be made with one an- 
other. 

Rick’s Place was born out of the 
tragedy of 9/11, when Wilbraham 
native and Minnechaug Regional 
High School graduate Rick Thorpe 
was killed in the Tower Two collapse 
of the World Trade Center. His father 
proposed the idea to establish a be- 
reavement center for children in Wil- 
braham with a pilot program of six 
children in 2006. Now the nonprofit 
serves more than 400 children a year. 

Murray said their services are de- 
signed for children who are three to 
four months removed from the loss. 
She recommends participants utilize 
individual grief counseling services 
while enrolled with Rick’s Place, 
as observations suggest better out- 
comes when pairing counseling with 
peer support. 

For more information on the var- 
10uS Services or to get involved as a 
volunteer, visit ricksplacema.org. 


will receive two free books on Sept. 
29. Oct. 2 and 3 are “Bag Sale” days. 

Each year, the friends raise ap- 
proximately $20,000 for the library. 
These funds are used for story times, 
reading challenge prizes, speakers 
and presentations, museum passes, 
furnishings and equipment. 

For more information, call the 
library at 506-6141 or visit wilbra- 
hamlibrary.org. 


Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District 
621 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095 


KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION for 2020-2021 


Children eligible to begin kindergarten for the 2020-2021 
school year must be five years of age as of Sept. 1, 2020. 


This year, we are using an electronic registration for Green 
Meadows and Mile Tree students. Please visit the district website 
(www.hwrsd.org), and use the school specific link to fill out a 
Google Form with initial information. 

You will be emailed a link to complete the electronic registration. 


Please use the following communication channel for any specific 
questions that you may have: HWRSDCARES@hwrsd.org 


Demand 


Encompass Health 


Getting the right level of inpatient and outpatient rehabilitative care is 
important for a successful recovery. Our advanced technologies and 
specialized clinical experts provide better care for Superior results. 
Most importantly, Encompass Health accepts most forms of insurance 
when you qualify for care. Speak up for your recovery and demand 
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of Western Massachusetts. 


Learn more at ehc.rehab/wmwt20 


Encompass Health 


Rehabilitation Hospital of Western Massachusetts 


222 State Street - Ludlow, MA 01056 - 866.490.3916 





©2020:Encompass Health Corporation:1514443D-02 
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Spectacular 
/\\ Hanging Baskets 





Mixed Garden 

aye a Baskets 

Our Signature! 

= Natural Fiber Pots 

yy. Filled With a Collection 
| of Colorful Plants 


Great Selections for Sunny 
or Shady Locations 







Garden Favorites Returning 
Year After Year 


Spring Blooming Perennials ~ 
Creeping Phlox, Columbine, Dianthus, 
Bleeding Hearts & More 
Spring Blooming 
Trees and Shrubs ~ 
Lilacs, Forsythia, Weeping Cherry & More 


Plant Your Edible Garden 
Cool Weather Vegetable Plants ~ 
Lettuce, Cabbage, Kale and More 


Kitchen Herbs ~ 
Annuals ~ Parsley, Basil, 
Dill, Rosemary & More 


Perennial ~ Mints, Chives, Sage & Thyme 
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Niom’s Favorite Fresh Cut 

Garden Flowers 

Ns Beautiful Bouquets 

fn Seale > & Arrangements 

~=e 76. Chosen With Care 
* For Mom ~ Gift Baskets 

~~ = &Randall’s Gift Cards 


Call Randall's Greenhouse 
413-589-7071 


For Delivery or Curbside Pick-up 
of Flowers & Plants 
24 - 72 hours Notice Required 






Randall's Brunch Favorites 
Fresh Baked Quiche, Danish, Muffins, 
Fresh Fruit Salad and Fruit Platters 
Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & Desserts 


For The Health and Safety of 
Our Customers and Employees 
e Please Wear Face Coverings 
¢ Limit Shopping Trips to Two Family 

Members Per Visit 
e At Peak Times We Will Limit the 

Number of Customers in the Store 

to Maintain Social Distancing 

Thank You For Your Support 
and Cooperation During This 
Unprecedented Time 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM TO 7PM 
Find us on and Vou 
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Online scams capitalize on pandemic paranoia 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


As if the spread of COVID-19 wasn’t bad enough on 
its own, scammers around the world are taking advantage 
of the widespread paranoia that surrounds the ongoing 
health crisis. Online fraud has not only rocketed during 
the pandemic; it’s taken on new forms. 

Nancy Cahalen, president and CEO of the Better 
Business Bureau of Central New England, reported that 
online scams “popped up almost immediately,’ in March 
as states across the country implemented unforeseen 
guidelines to flatten the curve of the novel coronavirus. 

Both international and domestic scammers are prey- 
ing on the fears of the masses. Cahalen elaborated on the 
evolution of online fraud that she’s personally witnessed 
over the past two months. 

“They’re becoming more sophisticated, and there’s 
more scams now that are targeted at businesses as well. 
Scammers read the headlines just like we do and like to 
freshen up their old scams to make them more credible 
and have a better chance at succeeding,” said Cahalen. 

The BBB Scam Tracker monitors instances of online 
fraud throughout the country. Cahalen and her peers use 
the technology to identify local scams that attack resi- 
dents and businesses in Central and Western Massachu- 
setts and northeastern Connecticut. 

When concerns over COVID-19 first surfaced earli- 
er this year, the BBB identified scams that sold victims 
items that are in short supply, including latex gloves, san- 
itizer or masks, without delivering the goods. 

“The end game there was to get consumers to provide 
their personal information or payment to use somewhere 
else,’ said Cahalen. 

Other scams attempt to sell consumers cures and 
vaccines for COVID-19. When approached, consumers 
should immediately dismiss this method of online fraud, 
noted Cahalen. 

“There is no cure and no vaccine currently so any- 





Nancy Cahalen, president and CEO of the Better Business 
Bureau of Central New England, offers advice to stay up 
to date on the latest forms of online fraud. TIMES PHOTO 
COURTESY BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU 


thing that someone is trying to sell you that says it is a 
cure 1s just not true,” she said. 

Trickier forms of online fraud have also become prev- 
alent. Many scammers are playing off of the economic 
impact and stimulus payments that millions of Ameri- 
cans have or are about to receive to reel in unsuspecting 
victims. By mailing fake checks or sending texts and 
emails requesting personal identification and payment, 
scammers endeavor only to learn a victim’s personal 
identification and bank account information. 

“{Scammers] could be looking for this information 


such as, ‘Where do we deposit our checks? You’re not 
going to get a text and email from the U.S. government to 
find out where to deposit the stimulus check. Hang up if 
they’re calling, delete if it’s a text or an email and you'll 
stay safe from that particular scam,” said Cahalen. 

Various forms of online fraud attempt to mimic the 
U.S. government or well-known businesses. These scams 
often offer fake employment opportunities and require 
down payments on the spot. 

Using photo editing software, scammers are easily 
able to make emails and logos look “pretty authentic,” 
said Cahalen. She reiterated that the government will 
never email or text you and urged victims to research a 
business’ contact information separately from the emails 
that they receive. 

“Tf you’re not sure, give us a call,” said Cahalen. “This 
environment has made it even better for those scanners 
because there are so many people who are looking for 
work from home. What can they do to earn some money? 
There area lot of phony opportunities out there.” 

Cahalen reminded residents that anyone can start a 
GoFundMe page to collect donations under false pre- 
tenses. The website give.org allows individuals to look 
up charities to “make sure they’re on the up and up.” 

Relying on trusted sources is a major key in the fight 
against online fraud. Now more than ever, financial mat- 
ters are often too important to risk making a mistake. 

“The most important thing is if 1t doesn’t sound right 
to you, you should really check it out,’ said Cahalen, be- 
fore circling back to a significant point. 

“People want to believe the best; that there is some- 
thing they can take that will cure them or protect them 
from catching the virus. What we do know is that there 
are no known cures, and there are no vaccines that are 
currently available,” she said. 

The BBB and its Scam Tracker technology can be ac- 
cessed online at bbb.org. The local office of the BBB is 
available by phone Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. by dialing 508-755-3340. 


Consider game donations 
for MHA residents 


Family Owned 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown — 
Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil ° Seasoned Firewood BB) facebook. 


Co)", "A OF-N- 1-0 41 (cm D) KOCe) -9-W a hs BRO) 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


Sunday, May 10 


MOTHER'S DAY 
SPECIAL MENU 


APPETIZERS: 

Fried Calamari 
Harvest Stuffed Mushrooms 
ENTREE: 
Lobster Ravioli 
Mediterrean Sole 
Baked Stuffed Shrimp 
Sliced Roasted Filet 
Chicken Francaise 
All entrees come with 
Italian Salad, warm rolls. 


MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 
10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


218 Main Street, Monson ¢ 413-893-9078 


Advanced orders 
only by Friday, May 8th 
413.893.9078 
Curb side pick up 
Beer and wine available 





Givin 


cio Www.218mainstreettavern.com 


SPRINGFIELD — Folks with a 
wide range of needs call their MHA 
group residence home. Now the 
COVID-19 crisis has MHA residents 
unable to leave their homes each day 
for the jobs, day programs, volun- 
teer activities and community visits 
they’re accustomed to. 

As a result, MHA is working to 
find activities to keep residents and 
other program participants interested, 
stimulated and entertained. 

“As the COVID-19 crisis contin- 
ues, residents of MHA group homes 
find themselves in the same situation 
many others face in the community: 
they need to find ways to pass the time 
at home,” said Kimberley A. Lee, vice 
president of resource development 
and Branding for MHA. “But there 
is one thing many of our residents 
really enjoy: board games. MHA is 





asking for donations of board games, 
or funding to allow us to purchase 
them online, to help make these dif- 
ficult days more fun. New games are 
great, but used games, if they include 
all the pieces, are also fine. We’ll see 
that they’re properly sanitized before 
play begins.” 

In keeping with current CDC rec- 
ommendations to limit personal con- 
tact, game donations should be de- 
livered to MHA’s main office at 995 
Worthington St., Springfield. Leave 
donations by the employee entrance 
on the side of the building, then con- 
tact Lee at 413-233-5343 or klee@ 
mhainc.org to let know her know. 
For those donating online, visit www. 
mhainc.org/donate. Those donations 
will be used to make purchases on- 
line. 
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with TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 


lf you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 


our calendar section at no charge to your organization. 


We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing it. 


WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL! 
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Senate bill enhances resources for vulnerable residents 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts Senate passed legisla- 
tion April 23 making it easier for residents who have lost 
incomes due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis to access 
critical safety net programs. 

State Sen. Eric P. Lesser (D-Longmeadow), Senate 
chair of the Joint Committee on Economic Development 
and Emerging Technologies, 1s a member of the Senate’s 
COVID-19 task force focused on tackling community 
needs, legislative priorities and strategies to help resi- 
dents during the COVID-19 state of emergency. 

“This bill provides critical assistance to thousands of 
individuals that have been impacted by COVID-19,” said 
Lesser. “Families, individuals and those with disabilities 
should be able to have the resources that they need to 
navigate this challenging time and this legislation allows 
for that financial flexibility. “ 

The bipartisan legislation temporarily prohibits the 
Department of Transitional Assistance from denying ap- 
plications for the Transitional Aid to Families with De- 
pendent Children program or the Emergency Aid to the 
Elderly, Disabled and Children program on the bases of 
those programs’ asset limits. 

The TAFDC program provides cash assistance to 
families with children, as well as pregnant women in the 
last 120 days of pregnancy, who have little or no assets 
or income. To receive TAFDC, one must meet both an in- 
come limit and an asset limit, which prohibits applicants 
from having countable assets worth more than $5,000. 

EAEDC provides cash assistance to residents who are 
unable to work due to a disability; are over 65-years-old 


HELPING HANDS... 


and waiting for Supplemental Security Income payments 
to start; or living with and taking care of a child who is 
not a close relative or who requires in-home care. In ad- 
dition to meeting the above criteria, an EAEDC applicant 
must meet an income limit and an asset limit, which is 
$250 for an individual and $500 for a couple. The value 
of a house and $1,500 of the value of a car are not count- 
ed towards this limit. 

Those who have lost income due to the impacts of 
the COVID-19 public health emergency and, as a result, 
qualify for the income limits of these programs face the 
possibility of needing to spend down crucial savings to 
meet the asset limits at a time when they should be pre- 
serving savings. This legislation therefore temporarily 
removes those asset limits. 

The bill prohibits the Department of Transitional As- 
sistance from denying a family assistance under Transi- 
tional Aid to Families with Dependent Children solely 
because the family’s countable resources exceed $5,000. 
It also prohibits DTA from denying a person assistance 
under Emergency Aid to the Elderly, Disabled and Chil- 
dren solely because the person’s countable resources 
exceed the allowable limit. Additionally, the bill will re- 
main in effect for 120 days after the law goes into effect 
of 45 days after the State of Emergency ends. The gov- 
ernor may postpone the expiration no more than 45 days 
after the emergency declaration is lifted. 

The bill now heads to the House of Representatives 
for consideration. 


Page 5 


Jim and Brooke Latimer, of Ely Road in Wilbraham, are 
seeking the community’s help locating their lost full- 
sized, adult male cat. The friendly indoor /outdoor feline 
is black with subtle gray stripes and has a collar with 
contact information. Those with information are asked 
to call Jim at 610-568-2480. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





Recent police activity in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Po- 


crash. The vehicle had gone off the road 


Wilbraham’s Director of Elder Affairs Paula Dubord (left) and Director of Veteran 
Services Jered Sasen (second from left) pick up donations from Home Depot 
April 22, prepared by Jessica Meaney (second from right) and Ron Szafir. The 
store donated masks, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes and a tent to assist the 
Wilbraham Senior Center with their new Grab and Go meal program that will 


launch May 1. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 





Absentee, early ballots available in Clerk’s Office 


lice Department released information on 
recent police activity reported by Capt. 
Timothy Kane. Those arrested or sum- 
monsed will appear in court at a future 
date and are innocent until proven guilty. 


April 1 
At 1:13 am., Wilbraham officers 
went to 1016 Main St. for a reported car 


Annuals & 
Perennials! 
Ready to 
Plant... 
The Best 
Selection In 
The Area! 


Please wear a 
mask into our 
facility and 
practice social 
distancing. 
Thank you! 


and into a ditch and had heavy damage. 
There was no one around. A K-9 was re- 
quested. Henry Brown, 25, of Hampden 
was charged with leaving the scene of a 
property damage Crash as well as negli- 
gent operation of a motor vehicle. Kar- 
en Brown, 65, of East Longmeadow was 
charged with interfering with a police in- 
vestigation, as was Nathaniel Afonso, 24, 
also of East Longmeadow. 


Vegetable 
Plants 
& Herbs 
Ready for 
Your Garden 
Huge 
Selection 


Selection 
Ready for 
Planting! 


WILBRAHAM -— Town Clerk Carole 
J. Tardif announced that the absentee and 
early vote by mail ballots are now avail- 
able for the upcoming annual town elec- 
tion scheduled for Saturday, June 20. Bal- 
lots will be available until noon Friday, 
June 19. 


UTE. 
gO 2, 


Bar «& Grille 


EST. 2016 


A request in writing is required for ob- 
taining an absentee or early by mail bal- 
lot. An application to request an absentee 
or early vote ballot may be found online 
at wilbraham-ma.gov. For more informa- 
tion, call the Town Clerk’s Office at 596- 
2800, ext. 200. 


2041 Boston Rd.. 
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham 


413.279.2020 


WE’RE BACK! And we’ve missed you! 


GIFT CARD PROMO! 
For every $50 card 
purchased, we'll give 
your a $10 Card FREE 


NOW OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT 
Balela-{ol=\\semsto180 | gel-\\ar- 1 OOo OOM ejaa| 
led (94, Gel | OM ©) at O71 8] g of-J(0 (= BL=) Via 


Thursdays are the NEW Mondays with our delicious 
Prime Rib Dinners for only $15! 


Serving our regular menu plus weekend specials AND 
family-size dinners (4-6 people). Call ahead from 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
for the family dinner menu and to place your orders. 

Also offering bottles of beer & wine to go with your take-out dinners! 


route2Obarandgrille.com 


af 





Large Selection of 


Unique Garden 


Accents, 
Statuary, 


Gazing Globes 
Bird Baths, 
Fountains, 

Benches, 
Bistro Sets 
& More! 


Flowering 
Hanging 
Baskets 


: 1000’s of Geraniums 
: Grown in Our Greenhouses 
Over 20 Varieties 
in Full Bloom 


Large Variety of 
Mulches_ : 
& Stone 


We Sell in Bulk by The Yard 


: Compost 
/&Loam .» 

: Now 

: Available 

: Pickup or Delivery! 


We Send Flowers Worldwide 
783-5883 


Unique Garden Gifts 


* _, and Fresh Flowers 


We Send 
@ Flowers 


is Wor, 7 dwi fo / e 
783-5883 


LOCAL 
HERO 
% 


Sixteen Acres 


GARDEN CENTER 


_ Landscape 
_ Design Services 
& Installation 


Call 783-5883 
Ext. 111 


Remember Mom 
on May 10 
Gift Cards Make Great 
Gifts for 
Mother’s Day! 


1359 Wilbraham Rd. 
Springfield, MA 
413-783-5883 f 
OPEN DAILY 


16acresgardencenter.com 
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Take charge to prevent electrical fires 


Time continues to surge ahead and with 
many spending an increasing amount of time at 
home, connecting with customers, co-workers 
or the classroom, fire officials statewide urge 
folks to take extra caution to prevent electrical 
fires. 

May is “Electrical Safety Month.” Accord- 
ing to information from the Division of Fire 
Services and the office of State Fire Marshal 
Peter Ostroskey, electrical fires caused 39 
deaths and nearly $200 million in damages 
between 2014 and 2018. During that time, 
Massachusetts fire departments reported 2,794 
electrical fires. There were 355 fire service in- 
juries and 92 civilians injured as a result. 

While faulty wiring can lead to electrical 
fires, there are steps individuals can take to 
reduce the risk a fire can start in their homes. 
This starts with learning the warning signs of 
a fire, such as sparks, arcs or short circuits. 
Sizzling sounds, buzzing, as well as the smell 
of something burning are also indicators of an 
electrical fire. Call the fire department immedi- 
ately if any of these occur in the home. 


Many fires are caused by cellphones 
charging beneath pillows and laptops left run- 
ning on top of bed sheets. These devices are 
always processing when running or charging. 
Blocking or covering them can prevent air 
from cooling the batteries and lead to a fire. 
Failures of the lithium ion batteries typically 
used in these devices are more likely to occur 
during recharging. These devices should be 
charged on a hard surface. 

Overloading electrical circuits can lead to 
short circuits and sparking. Folks should take 
care not to plug too many devices or appliances 
into any one outlet or circuit, especially with 
extension cords. Extension cords are for tem- 
porary use and are not designed as a substitute 
for the wall outlet. They should also never be 
linked together, as each connection is a poten- 
tial failure point. Heat-producing appliances 
like space heaters, irons and toasters should 
always be plugged directly into the wall outlet, 
to prevent bypassing the safety mechanisms 
built into fuses and circuit breakers. 

Folks should inspect the cords of applianc- 


es and extension cords prior to use and avoid 
using any with cracks and kinks. Heavy fur- 
niture can easily pinch an electrical cord and 
over time that can lead to a fire. Do not run 
cords underneath rugs; it is both a trip and a 
fire hazard. Unplug appliances by grasping the 
plug; do not pull by the cord. 

Perhaps most importantly, use a licensed 
electrician to install appliances and fixtures, 
and have the system checked at least every 10 
years. Folks should call an electrician if they 
notice dimming lights or bulbs that wear un- 
usually fast, frequently blown fuses, overheat- 
ed cords or switches, loose outlets and shocks 
or mild tingles. 

More information is available online at 
mass.gov/service-details/electrical-fire-safety. 

“We are using more electronic devices at 
once than normal,” Ostroskey said. “Practicing 
electrical safety 1s more important now than 
ever.” 

As individuals and communities, this May 
and every day, we can all take charge and do 
our part to prevent an electrical fire. 


When it all came out in the wash 


By Joan E. B. Coombs 
Guest Columnist 


Can innocence work along with ignorance? 
As a young wife and mother of two active 
children under 5-years-of-age, lessons were 
learned amid simple, everyday chores such as 
laundry. 

Could washable, gray business dress slacks 
hang out somewhere in the category 
of lessons learned? Unimpressive. 
Well, then, could it be that a tall 
man’s gray business suit slacks, re- 
quiring professional dry cleaning — 
were left high and dry? 

Once upon a time, a young wife 
and mother of two active children 
under five years of age, was asked 
to participate in several creative tests 
and recorded interviews by her friend 
Lois, who was completing her Mas- 
ter’s Degree in Psychology. 

What was the topic for this session? Per- 
haps, this time, the interview was about some 
of the normal, everyday events that contrib- 
ute to leaping through life on the home front. 
If memory recalls correctly, one of the most 
memorable interviews went something like 
this: 

“As a young wife and mother, what were 
some of your most challenging moments this 
week?” 

“Tackling loads of laundry.” 

“Hmm. Why was that routine job so 
rough?” 

“’Had to separate mountains of 
wash into colored, dark, and white 
piles.” 

“Umm. Triple duty. Do you have 
a dryer? Or do you have to hang laun- 
dry outside?” 

“Yup. Sure do! We’ve got a dandy 
dryer.” And, the young mother of two 
active children under 

5-years-of-age muffled her giggles. 


HOPE 


By Lou Scungio 
Wilbraham 
April 3, 2020 


Hope is never canceled. 
Hope is always here. 

Hope is all we have now. 
Hope is very dear. 

Hope will keep you going. 
Hope will keep you strong. 
Hope is all we have now. 
Hope is never wrong. 
Hope is in a smile. 

Hope is 1n a face. 

Hope is all we have now ... 
Hope an’ Love an’ Faith. 


GUEST 


COLUMNIST 





COOMBS 


The Interviewer abruptly stopped as the In- 
terviewee nearly collapsed with laughter. The 
Counselor-to-be stopped the recording. Find- 
ing the giggles contagious, she asked, 

“What’s so funny about your dryer?” Put- 
ting down her pen, pushing aside her notes, 
Lois asked, “What happened?” 

“T washed, dried, folded the laundry and 
put it away. Then I hung the clothes that didn’t 
need ironing in bedroom closets.” 

“And ...” 

“Well — by all appearances — 
when The Hub grabbed his business 
suit ... Well, the matching gray pants 
were washed and dried in the dryer in- 
stead of being dry cleaned ...” 

Gasp. Silence. Then table-slap- 
ping, rib-holding, heads-back laughter 
rocked the room. 

Sheepishly the young wife and 
mother of two active children under 
5-years-of-age continued: “I honestly 
didn’t realize my mistake — even when I hung 
the slacks up in the closet. Umm. He must not 
have realized it either, especially during the 
early morning hours.” 

“Until ...” 

“When my well-over six-feet-tall hubby 
got dressed for work, he didn’t notice anything 
unusual. But, when I saw him-- his pant leg 
cuffs were above ankles. ” 

Giggles. Breath-bursting laughter. Trick- 
ling tears. Motherhood. Sisterhood. 

Lost for words, the young wife and moth- 
er of two active children under 5-years-of- 





ARTWORK BY JOAN E. B. COOMBS 


age, wasn’t sure how to explain the mix-up. 
The problem of distinguishing, (amid chasing 
children and chores), between the washable 
permanent-press, light-gray slacks, and the 
dry-clean-only, light gray business suit slacks. 
And, yet, as always, The Hub understood. 

Yet, somehow the Interviewer and the In- 
terviewee, both being young mothers, under- 
stood how lessons and laughter can erupt from 
committing acts with innocence and ignorance. 
And, even with laundry mix-ups — the truth 
being told — that undeniable evidence showed 
up when it all came out in the wash. 


THIS CAN'T 
er 20207! 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
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letters to the editor and pho- 
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Davis Foundation contributes 
$500,000 to virus response 


SPRINGFIELD -— In response to the 
ongoing public health emergency sur- 
rounding the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Tren E. & George A. Davis Foundation 
announced a grant of $500,000 to the 
COVID-19 Response Fund for the Pio- 
neer Valley. 

Established by the Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts, the 
fund provides resources to area nonprofits 
serving populations impacted by the nov- 
el coronavirus. 

To date, more than $3 million has been 
raised locally to support the COVID-19 
Response Fund. 

“These are extraordinary times re- 
quiring that business and philanthropy in 
Western Massachusetts come together to 
address this unprecedented crisis and its 


impact on the people of our region,” said 
Steven A. Davis, director of the Davis 
Foundation. “We applaud the Communi- 
ty Foundation of Western Massachusetts 
for their leadership in establishing the 
COVID-19 Response Fund and are proud 
to provide these much-needed resources.” 

The Response Fund’s grants support 
the region’s most vulnerable populations 
including the elderly, those without sta- 
ble housing, families in need of food and 
those with health vulnerabilities. 

The fund has awarded more than $1 
million to roughly 30 nonprofit organiza- 
tions. For more information visit commu- 
nityfoundation.org/covid 19. 

To learn more about the Davis Foun- 
dation, visit davisfdn.org. 


STCC virtual tea series highlights 
women in leadership 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College will celebrate 
achievements by female leaders with a 
virtual tea series called ““We the Women.” 

STCC will feature area speakers who 
will discuss their careers, accomplish- 
ments and the barriers they faced 1n a live 
video conferencing format. Viewers will 
have a chance to enjoy a cup of tea while 
watching the presentations and ask ques- 
tions at the end. 

“We wanted to hold an event in March, 
which was Women’s History Month, but 
had to postpone due to the COVID-19 
pandemic,’ said Lidya Rivera Early, direc- 
tor of community engagement at STCC. 
“We decided to organize a virtual event 
held over three dates. We’re excited to 
highlight women in leadership positions 
who come from diverse backgrounds. 


They will talk about the trajectory of their 
careers, including barriers they faced, and 
also will discuss the impact of COVID-19 
on their current work.” 

STCC has temporarily _ restricted 
on-campus access and transitioned to re- 
mote learning and remote events for the 
remainder of the term. STCC plans to 
resume face-to-face classroom teaching 
and events when cleared and in alignment 
with state and federal guidelines. 

Speakers for the series are Talia Gee, 
Lydia Martinez and Karla Medina. 

The series is a collaboration between 
Community Engagement and the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs. 

To view the series, folks will need to 
join a Zoom meeting when the events are 
live at https://stcc.10/teaseries. 


Graduate students, alumni 
make masks for professionals 


SPRINGFIELD - As the COVID-19 
pandemic progresses, Western New En- 
gland University and the College of Engi- 
neering are committed to supporting those 
who work on the front lines. Current Mas- 
ter of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
student and Lab Supervisor Dannielle 
Croft, of Easthampton, and JP Kirkitelos, 
of East Longmeadow, a materials tech- 
nician at Baystate Medical Center, are 
teaming up to create face mask straps for 
medical professionals. 

Kirkitelos saw firsthand how painful it 
is to have elastic from the masks wrapped 
around the ears for a 12-hour shift, and his 
solution was to create straps to hook the 
mask elastic around the back of the head, 
which makes wearing masks more com- 
fortable. Kirkitelos, a former classmate of 
Croft’s, sent her a photo of some of the 
face mask straps he had created on his 


own 3D printer for his co-workers. These 
straps had become popular among his 
co-workers, and Croft agreed to help print 
more on the University’s 3D printers. 

“T feel that since we have the resources 
and support of the WNE administration, 
that we should do everything we can to 
support the front line medical workers, 
our everyday heroes, who continue to 
make great personal sacrifices to keep us 
safe and healthy,” said Croft. “I can ship 
a face mask strap to anyone who might 
want one.” 

Croft, along with Machinist Pete Ben- 
nett, have also started working with the 
Western Mass 3D Printing Collaborative 
to print face masks and face shield frames. 

For more information about the face 
mask straps, contact Dannielle Croft at 
dannielle.croft@ wne.edu. 


Legislature acts to allow virtual notarization 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts Sen- 
ate and House passed legislation April 23 
that authorizes notary publics to perform 
notary actions using video conferencing 
during the COVID-19 public health emer- 
gency. 

State Sen. Eric P. Lesser, Senate chair 
of the Joint Committee on Economic De- 
velopment and Emerging Technologies, 
is leading a Senate subgroup working on 
an economic response to help individuals, 
businesses, and the Commonwealth. 

“This legislation allows for notaries 
to be able to conduct business virtually 
and ensures their safety during this pub- 
lic health crisis,” said Lesser. “The provi- 
sions in this bill enable vital legal trans- 
actions to continue to take place, giving 
families and individuals peace of mind, 
and allows this area of our economy to 
continue operating. “ 

The legislation applies requirements 
for authorized notary publics to use elec- 


tronic video conferencing for documents 
requiring notarization including those re- 
lated to a mortgage or other conveyance 
of title to real estate, will, nomination of 
guardian or conservator, caregiver autho- 
rization affidavit, trust, durable power of 
attorney or health care proxy. 

Provisions of the legislation, which 
will remain in place until three business 
days after the March 10 State of Emer- 
gency declaration is lifted, include autho- 
rizing notary publics to act using video 
conferencing in real time; makes valid 
notarial acts using video conferencing 
when the notary public and each principal 
are physically located within the Com- 
monwealth as well as other provisions; 
and requires notaries to record and retain 
a copy of the video conference and related 
documentation for a period of 10 years. 

The bill has advanced to the Gover- 
nor’s desk. 
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WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham 


Republican Town Committee recently 
elected its officers. The positions are as 
follows: 

Chairman, James Burke; Vice Chair- 
man, Peter Manolakis; Treasurer, Joelene 





Joelene Guzzo 


Kathy Krawczyk 
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WRITC elects new officers 


Guzzo; Secretary, Kathy Krawczyk. 

The WRTC invites all Wilbraham Re- 
publicans to join the committee. For more 
information about the WRTC or to get in- 
volved, email Burke at wrtc4wilb @ gmail. 
com. 





Peter Manolakis 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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Professional 
AUTO SERVICE| 


Sales & Service 


STANONU 
BONS SAFETY TEST 





Th Wasechsets Eee sir Sy Tes 


413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 
jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 


5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RPO08269 


Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 


MA INSPECTION STATION NO.35369 


e 15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 
e Automatic Transmission Repair 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 


ee eee ee eee ee 


| LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point 
check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 


S 4 795 Most Vehicles 


With this coupon 
Excludes diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons 





Expires 5/30/20 T 
mm HHH HH EE 


TUNE-UP SPECIAL 


Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and 
complete diagnostic checks 


4 cylinder 6 cylinder 8 cylinder 


1 $3Q95 $4Q°5 559% 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


I BRAKE SPECIAL 


P STARTING AT... 
rotors or replace rear pads 


$9995 
I and turn rotors 
ll 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


| 


RADIATOR FLUSH 


up to 1 gallon of anti-freeze 


: 
i 
: STARTING 239°° 
i 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


—————— ae 


replace front pads & turn 


e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson's for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


e Weekly Tire Specials 





ge ee 


q Approved 


Auto Repair 


excludes diesel and synthetic 


OFF 


any service over $150 


OFF 


any service over $250 


-10 
>20 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 
25” OFF 
EXHAUST WORK 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
FRONT CHECK 


a 4 WHEELS 
$4995 Vehicles $5995 


INCLUDES TOE....ALL OTHER ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 


TRANSMISSION FLUSH 


STARTING «29925 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 5/30/20 T 
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John M. Lovejoy Jr. 
(1935-2020) 


John Moulton “Toni” Lovejoy Jr. died 
in Palmer on April 11, 2020, at the age of 
85, from complications of COVID-19. He 
had suffered for several years from de- 
clining health. 

Toni was born on Aug. 4, 1935 in Co- 
hasset, the second son of Major John M. 
and Olive C. Lovejoy. His mother was a 
nurse for most of her life and his father a 
career Army officer. He grew up in Wil- 
braham and Springfield, living for several 
years at the Springfield Armory where his 
father was the Commandant. 

In 1946, Toni and his two brothers, 
Hugh M. [“Mike’] and Sam, and sister 
Lynn traveled by train and then ship with 
their mother to Yokohama, Japan, to be 
part of the early, family-oriented Occupa- 
tion Forces after the end of WWII. These 
were formative years for Toni, opening 
his world to an entirely new culture. His 
connection to Japan and friends from that 
period of his life remained life-long. 

After the death of his father near Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in May 1951, the fam- 
ily moved north to Wilbraham. Only 14 
at the time, Toni was the only member of 
the family with a driver’s license, taking 
on adult responsibilities at an early age. 
He attended Wilbraham Academy, partic- 
ipating in football, track and theater, grad- 
uating in 1954. He then attended Bates 
College in Lewiston, Maine, graduating 
in 1958 with a BA in Literature and The- 
ater. He received a Masters of Philosophy 
from UMass Amherst in 1962. 

Toni was an artist, a poet and a scholar, 
as well as a committed civic leader. 

As an artist, Toni worked in many 
mediums. He created stabiles and mo- 
biles, one of which was displayed at the 
Guggenheim Museum in New York for 
many years. In the late ‘50s Toni became 
interested in the Folk Schools of Sweden 
and Norway and traveled to Scandinavia 
to further his artistic ambitions. There he 
became enchanted with the Swedish glass 
of Orrefors and Boda, and developed a 
treasured collection over the years. 

Toni was the author of three books 
of poetry: “But Up And Where Is That” 
(1958), “In Backyards of Childhood” 
(1960) and “Beginning Secrets” (1963). 

And as a scholar he spent countless 
hours combing the historical records of 
New England to piece together the histo- 
ry of African Americans in the Northeast 
prior to 1700. His research material is ex- 
tensive. 

Toni’s professional life suited his in- 
tellectual curiosity to a T. After two years 
as a successful claims adjuster for Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Company in Spring- 
field, he became a book salesman, trav- 
eling throughout New England, a job he 


truly loved, and a job that introduced him 
to his wife, Nancy Pellicia Smith, of Mad- 
ison, Connecticut. She ran a small book- 
store and he came into the shop with an 
armload of books. They married in 1971 
and had a son, Benjamin Cheever Love- 
Joy. 

Both Toni and Nancy shared a pas- 
sionate love of literature and learning for 
all their years together. Toni not only sold, 
but collected well over 12,000 books. He 
and Nancy enjoyed traveling to book fairs 
in New York City and throughout Europe. 

After marrying in 1971, Toni and Nan- 
cy built a home on the top of Wilbraham 
Mountain. Toni was active in local and 
state politics, serving as a Selectman in 
Wilbraham for 20 years, from the 1970s 
to the 1990s. He was the appointed head 
of the Minnechaug Regional High School 
Building Committee, among many other 
municipal jobs; and was a longtime leader 
of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Asso- 
ciation. He ran once, unsuccessfully, for 
state Senate, coming within a whisker of 
defeating the incumbent, Stanley Zarod. 
He was also an adamant opponent of the 
Wilbraham Game Farm being lifted from 
permanent State Fish & Game control and 
turned into a quasi-park for special inter- 
ests in the town. 

Toni loved the quiet and the peace of 
living in the woods, he enjoyed his deer, 
his bear and turkey visitors. He loved vis- 
iting with neighbors, particularly if they 
came to his house through the woods. But 
he also loved the turmoil and excitement 
of national and international politics. 

Every August, however, for at least 35 
years, he and Nancy and their son Ben, 
when he was younger, would go to un- 
wind for a month at Shore Acres, a beauti- 
ful retreat on North Hero Island, on north- 
erly Lake Champlain where he would 
“putter around” the lake on his speedboat, 
swim in the fresh clear water and sit on his 
porch and read and read and read. He end- 
ed up selling his speedboat only to turn 
that fun into a silver Corvette, which he 
would upgrade every year. 

Toni had a broad and yet eclectic in- 
tellectual life: he presented sermons on 
and off at the Wilbraham United Church 
in Wilbraham Center; and won an award 
from the Vermont Historical Society for 
his painstaking research on the history 
and circumstances of African American 
“citizens” in Vermont before 1700. 

Toni leaves his wife, Nancy of 49 
years; his son Ben now residing in Boul- 
der, Colorado; his granddaughter, Fiona; 
his older brother Mike, living in Bluffton, 
South Carolina; his sister Lynn Hallowell 
of Springfield and his youngest brother 
Sam, of Montague. 

He would invite contributions to Heif- 
er International, and to your local library. 

We hope the memory of his strong 
sense of humor — and booming laugh — 
lives long after his passing. 
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Esther Perrelli Brookes ( left) department chair, Respiratory Care, stands next to 
one of the ventilators that has been lent to an area hospital. Also pictured are 
respiratory care faculty Scott M. Frink (center) and Nfamara “Fams” Taal. TIMES 


PHOTO SUBMITTED 


STCC program lends 
ventilators to area hospitals 


SPRINGFIELD -— Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College’s Respiratory 
Care program is lending its five venti- 
lators to area hospitals preparing for a 
surge in patients due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Christopher Scott, dean of the School 
of Health and Patient Simulation, said 
STCC is prepared to donate or lend any 
equipment hospitals need during the 
coronavirus emergency. The school re- 
cently donated all of its personal protec- 
tive equipment to area hospitals, medical 
centers and first responders. 

STCC is lending its ventilators to 
Baystate Medical Center and Mercy 
Medical Center, both in Springfield, and 
to Holyoke Medical Center. 

Ventilators are used by some patients 
infected with COVID-19 who have 
breathing problems. The breathing de- 
vices have been in demand since the start 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


of the pandemic. 

The coronavirus crisis has put a spot- 
light on the profession of respiratory 
care. In addition to helping patients with 
COVID-19, respiratory therapists treat 
people suffering from a range of chronic 
respiratory diseases, including asthma, 
emphysema, pneumonia, cystic fibrosis, 
sleep apnea and chronic bronchitis. 

The two-year associate degree pro- 
gram at STCC trains students in the 
treatment, management, diagnosis and 
care of patients with diseases related to 
the heart and lungs. Training includes 
the use of therapeutic gases, ventilator 
support, breathing exercises, aerosol 


administration, medications, humidifica- 
tion and maintenance of airways. 

For more information about the pro- 
gram, visit stcc.edu/apply or email Es- 
ther Perrelli Brookes, department chair, 
at eperrelli@stcc.edu 
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Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 


funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 
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Foundation Orders 


Lettering * Monument Cleaning 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HOLYOKE -— The halls of the Soldiers’ 
Home in Holyoke have served as the final 
battleground for more than 70 veterans 
stricken by COVID-19, who have lost their 
lives over the past 40 days. 

The facility has drawn the ire of many 
due to the spread of the highly contagious 
COVID-19 that overwhelmed the facility. As 
of April 27, there were 83 residents and 81 
employees fighting the novel coronavirus. 

Several individuals close to the situation 
are adamant the tragedy was avoidable. Vet- 
erans’ organizations had reportedly been 
requesting more funding and additional 
staffing long before the outbreak. 

“When this happened, they couldn’t 
have been prepared for it. There were too 
many men sharing the same bathrooms; too many men in 
the same room. They didn’t have enough staff, and when 
staff got sick and couldn’t show up, they didn’t have 
any reserves,’ said Steve Connor, director of the Central 
Hampshire Veterans’ Services. 


Funding 

Alongside the families of residents, Connor has advo- 
cated for the facility to get additional resources, noting 
staff was reduced in 2015. The building’s former super- 
intendent, Paul Barabani, pushed hard to improve condi- 
tions before subsequently being pushed into retirement 
himself in December 2015, said Connor. 

Others share a different narrative. From fiscal 2015 
to fiscal 2020, the facility’s funding was increased by 14 
percent and the average amount spent on each resident 
increased by 11 percent, said Brooke Karanovich, repre- 
senting the home as part of the state’s Executive Office of 
Health and Human Services. 

It is also Karanovich’s understanding that employees 
who retired in 2015 were able to do so as part of the early 
retirement incentive program, a statewide program that 
wasn’t specific to the Soldiers’ Home. 

“It was a statewide offer that was made to state em- 
ployees who met certain criteria to be eligible. They 
could choose to retire early and get some sort of extra 
benefit,’ said Karanovich. 

In the meantime, Superintendent Bennett Walsh has 
come under fire since being placed on administrative 
leave effective March 30. His responsibilities have tem- 
porarily been assumed by Val Liptak, RN, currently the 
CEO of Western Massachusetts Hospital. 

Karanovich emphasized disciplinary action against 
Walsh has not yet been taken, and several investigations 
remain ongoing. 

On April 1, Gov. Charlie Baker launched an investiga- 
tion and Attorney General Maura Healey announced an 
investigation about a week later. A federal investigation 
was also launched by U.S. Attorney Andrew Lelling on 
April 10. 


Walsh’s Termination 

Brian Willette, South Hadley resident and state com- 
mander of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, be- 
lieves Walsh has unfairly become the public face of the 
incident after inheriting a flawed operation. 

“As far as I’m concerned, Bennett Walsh is the second 
Superintendent in a row to ask for help from the state and 
not receive it,’ said Willette. 

Walsh maintained he alerted the state after the first 
Soldiers’ Home resident tested positive on March 21, 
but Baker said he was not notified until well afterwards, 
sparking the investigations. 

Without declaring Walsh’s innocence outright, Wil- 
lette lent the man his support. Willette and his peers have 
a personal connection to the facility; the Soldiers’ Home 
has served as a meeting ground for the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart since 2013, and a number of members 
reside in the home. 

“At this very moment, there are several investigations 
going on. We need to see the results of those investiga- 
tions. Simultaneously, the trustees are working to fire the 
current superintendent, I feel without due process,” said 
Willette. 

Willette alleges that Soldiers’ Home trustees endeav- 
ored to fire Walsh, but a court-issued restraining order 
delayed the process until at least next month. Acknow]- 
edging the court action, Karanovich denies that the trust- 
ees attempted to execute Walsh’s termination. 

Connor, on the other hand, believes Walsh never 
should have been given the job to begin with. Connor, 
who is responsible for enrolling veterans in the home, 
recalls being immediately alarmed when Walsh assumed 
the position following Barabani’s departure. 

“The reality was that he didn’t have any background 
in running a facility,” said Connor. “He was a proud Ma- 
rine who served very honorably, but never ran a facility 
like this. He came in under those circumstances [of staff- 
ing reductions], which kind of made me worried. Over 
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the couple of years that have followed, staffing has con- 
tinued to be an issue.” 

To express his dismay, Connor released a memo in 
2017 to outline the “concerns of veterans, their family 
members and the staff of the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home 
and the members of the Western Massachusetts Veterans 
Service Officers Association.” 

The document continued to note that “the major con- 
cern that has been brought to our attention, is for the 
health and safety of the veterans who live there.” The 
memo highlights issues such as poor staffing, an ineffec- 
tive governing structure and lackluster conditions inside 
of the facility. 


Employee compensation and staffing 

Employee compensation has also been seemingly 
problematic. In 2017, the staff of the Soldiers’ Home in 
Holyoke was paid $40,727 on-average while employees 
at the Chelsea Soldiers’ Home earned an annual salary 
of $66,638. 

The difference of more than $25,000 is representative 
of the Holyoke facility’s lack of “skilled nurses,” accord- 
ing to the report and may have contributed to the recent 
outbreak. Connors believes that many families have been 
afraid to voice complaints 
because the state might 
shutter the facility. 

“From everything that 
I’ve heard from the nurses 
and the families in there, 
it was already bad. Having 
this [outbreak] happen only 
amplified it,’ said Connor. 
“It’s really been an ongo- 
ing problem; the staffing 
level, the morale and the 
staff having to work forced 
overtime.” 

Prior to the outbreak, 
Connor met with a number 
of local and state legisla- 
tors to discuss the issue. 
Willette too is adamant 
there has been a history of 
understaffing and under- 
funding at the Soldiers’ 
Home. 

“There’s a need for 
more assistance up there; 
there’s a need for more 
money, more staffing, bet- 
ter housing conditions and 
they’ve known that,” said 
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Longstanding problems at Soldiers’ Home 


Willette. “From the veterans organizations’ 
perspective, this is what we fight for; staffing 
and funding. With staffing shortages, they can- 
not properly care for these veterans. Does that 
mean a bigger budget? Yes, it does.” 

Last month, it took multiple days for the 
public to be informed the first Soldiers’ Home 
residents had succumbed to COVID-19. Con- 
nor was in the building that week to complete a 
charitable endeavor; he explained what haunts 
him most about how the incident unfolded. 

“While I was there, two veterans were giv- 
en farewells going out in the hearse. When 
they go out, so do all of the nurses and all of 
the staff. When it was unknown that veter- 
ans were dying that first weekend in March, 
I heard about it from friends and said, ‘Well 
how would nobody know that?’ Then it came 
out that there was a refrigerator truck in the 
back of the building,” said Connor. 

“Nothing could have done more to hurt the families 
and all the veterans to know that because always they 
go out with honors out the front door,’ he said. “They 
even play taps. It just was such a heartbreaking thing that 
they had gone out the backdoor and put in a refrigerator 
truck.” 

Connor considers the building’s employees to be 
courageous and thanked them for their tireless effort and 
commitment to local veterans. He acknowledged that, 
like front line responders across the country, they have 
performed admirably amid dangerous circumstances. 

It will take years for the Soldiers’ Home to fully re- 
bound from the outbreak that has occurred within its 
walls; Connor noted that approximately 25 percent of the 
residents are now dead. 

He did voice optimism that the building will rise 
from the ashes and serve veterans for many more years 
to come. 

“It’s always been the gem on the hill here for us in 
Western Mass.; it’s now not that, but it can be again if 
people just pay attention and support it the way that it 
needs to be supported,’ he said. “There’s going to be a 
long time of recovery, and we need to keep an eye on it 
so this never happens again.” 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 














It’s a boy... 


Daniel Alexander Ziemba, 
son of Nicholas and Emily 
Ziemba, and brother of 
Samuel, of Sudbury, was 
born Sept. 6, 2019. Proud 
grandparents are Lucie and 
James Ziemba, of Wilbraham, 
and Susan and Daniel Smith, 
of Sackets Harbor, New York. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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Hampden resident Donna Clark-Thornton snapped this photo of her dog, Rami, taking in the scenery from 
the summit of Minnechaug Mountain in Hampden on a recent hike. Share your hiking photos with the 
editor at tyler@turley.com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 
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Spring has sprung... 


A sign of spring, the daffodils are in bloom 
along Main Street in Wilbraham, as well as 
gardens throughout the community. Care to 
share your photos? Email high resolution 
images and a brief description to tyler@turley. 
com. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
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Faces of ‘Chaug... 


Minnechaug Regional High School seniors (from left) Caroline Quinn, Frank 
celebrating the Class of 2020. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
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_d B RA H A M : Happy 13 Birthday, Breslin! 


Wishing our favorite new teenager lots of love and 
video game time. We will make post-quarantine 
celebratory plans soon-ish. 


Love & chocolate cake, Mom, Dad, Taryn, Harlowe and the pups. 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 








Forest royalty... Masking in the sun... 


Wilbraham resident Shelby Hines snapped this Barbara Fitzgerald, of Wilbraham, enjoys the weekend 


picture of a princess pine while on a recent hike of = gun on April 25, reading a book outside and following 


Thayer Brook Trail, off Monson Road in Wilbraham. health recommendations by covering her face with a 
Care to share your own photos and tales? Email cloth mask. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


your images and a brief description to tyler@ 
turley.com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


On the 
move... 


Using a trail camera, Peter 
Manolakis, of Wilbraham, 
recently captured this pregnant 
coyote roaming the woods 
behind his home. In addition 
to the coyote, he’s captured 
woodcock, deer and bobcats 
on camera. Are you wild for 
wildlife? Share your photos 
and tales with tyler@turley. 
com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





Gulluni, Nolah Lee and Olivia Ranck pose in front of a lawn sign 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 


Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to landscaping. 


SAGSR 


UU 


SSDAL) :-AaMSUY 


Guew Whe? 


lam a comic actress born in Texas 
on April 26, 1933. | once lived ina 
boarding house for women pursuing 
careers in acting. | have earned a 
Tony, Emmy and Golden Globe for 
my work in various genres. 





Solve the code to discover words related to landscaping. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. 
(Hint: 16 = n) 


22 3 17 16 


Clue: Contains grass 


23 3 12 7 24 16 
Clue: Organized plants 


26 22 3 16 9 19 


Clue: Living organisms with roots 
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7 24 19 8 23 16 


Clue: Plan or drawing 
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YARD CARE WORD SEARCH 


WORDS 


ACIDIC 
AERATE 
ALKALINE 
AMENDMENTS 
BEAUTIFY 
BLADE 
CARBON 
COMPOST 
DEADHEAD 
FERTILIZE 
GREEN 
LANDSCAPE 
LEAVES 
MATTER 
MOW 
MULCH 
ORGANIC 
PEAT 
PLANTINGS 
PRUNE 
SHRUB 
SOIL 
TILL 
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. 
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ARIES —- Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, others want to lure you into their 
shenanigans, but you don't need to worry 
about falling prey. You stick to your own 
ways of doing things. 

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, you may need to take a differ- 

ent and unusual approach to get things 
accomplished this week. Do not be afraid 
to take the bull by the horns if it is nec- 
essary. 

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 

Thinking outside of the box is something 
that you do with frequency, Gemini. 
Although others may not be sure of your 
unconventional methods, you always get 
things done. 

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, anxiety about starting a new path 
or chapter in your life is completely nor- 
mal. Look forward to all of the positive 
things that may be in store soon enough. 
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 

Lend a helping hand to someone who 
may need a vote of confidence or some 
words of support this week, Leo. Your 
efforts will be appreciated very much. 
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 

Make the most of luck that comes to you 
this week, Virgo. Do not speculate why 
such good fortune comes your way, but 
embrace it with an open heart. 

LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 

Do not rush to judgment on any situation 
or person for the time being. All of the 
facts have not come to light or sharpened. 
But the truth will soon reveal itself, Libra. 
SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, someone close to you needs 
space this week, so give them some room 
to breathe. Find a way to keep busy as 
this person works through what he or she 
needs. 

SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, a competitive coworker is 
pushing hard to be on top. Use this as 
motivation as you to strive to become the 
best version of yourself you can be. 
CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, you feel confident moving 
forward with a relationship after a heart- 
to-heart talk. Now this week you can 
cultivate this relationship even further. 
AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 

Share your thoughts and feelings with 
someone who is unbiased if you want an 
accurate assessment of what you need to 
do to improve, Aquarius. A willing listen- 
er is quite helpful to you. 

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, you will need patience in spades 
this week. Others may not be able to 
maintain your pace, so give them the ben- 
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HOPE from page 1 


tables, hard-to-find items like toilet paper 
and paper towels, and hygiene items like 
soap. They also included activity books, 
a 300- and 500-piece puzzle, two differ- 
ent resistance bands for exercise (plus a 
packet of workout sheets), recipes, cards 
of encouragement and listings of church 
Services and contacts. In total, 70 boxes 
went to Eastbrook Apartments in Spring- 
field, 25 were delivered to the senior 
center. About 25 boxes were delivered to 
families and parishioners. Canaday said 
she is waiting to hear from a supplier to 
see if they can make more boxes available 
for the community. 

“We really tried to think through every 
person’s life and tried to put something in 
there that would impact [their life],” she 
said. 

Canaday said the boxes are just one 
way Evangel Assembly is working to 
assist the community during the current 
Stay at Home advisory as a response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. One service 
that hasn’t changed is the church’s food 
pantry, which is open every Wednesday 


WESTCOMM from page 1 


According to information prepared by 
Interim Town Administrator Bob Markel, 
Hampden’s current dispatch costs amount 
to $403,000. If the town joined with West- 
comm, the town would be assessed a min- 
imum of $100,000. Should Westcomm 
not receive state funds, the maximum as- 
sessment to the town would be 11.35 per- 
cent of the operating budget or $356,900 
in FY21. 

Westcomm has the capacity to partner 
with one more community at the current 
facility. The center is looking to expand 
at a larger site in Chicopee that could take 
on up to 25 communities throughout the 
region. 

Currently, Westcomm’s community 
partners include Chicopee, East Long- 
meadow, Longmeadow and Monson. 

To join, officials estimate rough- 
ly $176,725 in startup costs, including 
$80,652 to staff the station with a civil- 
ian clerk from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday. 

Savings are estimated at $226,275 in 
year one and $338,667 in year three. 

At the same time, selectmen have 
been in early talks with Wilbraham about 
merging operations at the Wilbraham Po- 
lice Department. While Wilbraham se- 
lectmen are interested in exploring such 
options further, and Dispatch Supervisor 
Anthony Gentile feels a merge could be 
accomplished with little issue, a full cost 
analysis had not taken place. 

Gentile estimates Hampden would 
likely face an assessment in the vicinity 
of $300,000, a number Wilbraham select- 
men estimate — with the calculation of 
benefits — could increase the total dispatch 
budget to nearly $800,000. 

“There is no one at this meeting or in 
this town who is more opposed to region- 
alization than me,’ Hampden Selectman 
Mary Ellen Glover said, noting her expe- 


TAX from page 1 


nities to waive interest up to $15 and he 
automatically waives $5. 

“This won’t affect our cash flow,’ he 
assured selectmen. 

According to the legislation enacted 
by the Legislature April 3, “the chief ex- 
ecutive officer of a city or town, as defined 
in clause Fifth B of section 7 of chapter 
4 of the General Laws ... may waive the 
payment of interest and other penalty in 
the event of late payment of any excise, 
tax, betterment assessment or apportion- 
ment thereof, water rate or annual sew- 
er use or other charge added to a tax for 
any payments with a due date on or after 
March 10, 2020 and made after its respec- 
tive due date but before June 30, 2020.” 

In Hampden, Interim Town Admin- 
istrator Bob Markel said he spoke with 
town Treasurer Richard “Dick” Patullo, 
who informed him that, like Wilbraham, 
moving the deadline to June | and waiv- 


from 1 to 3 p.m. and every second and 
fourth Wednesday from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
5 to 7 p.m. 

Some church members have been 
sewing homemade cloth masks, which the 
church then donates to Mercy Hospital 
and other local organizations. Folks are 
invited to donate fabric or other supplies 
in a collection bin outside the church. 

Additionally, the church received an 
emergency license for its preschool that 
opened this past fall, giving families a 
“free, last resort” for essential workers, 
responders or single parents in a pinch 
during the virus outbreak. 

“It’s really a challenge, but a good 
challenge, to have to re-imagine how we 
do everything,” Canaday said. “It’s a fun 
thing to do; I love the challenge because 
you find what really matters.” 

Those interested in helping out or uti- 
lizing any one of the church’s services 
from accessing archived services to mak- 
ing financial contributions may do so on- 
line at greenwall.evangelassembly.org. 


riences with regionalizing the education 
in Hampden and Wilbraham. She said 
in this case, it is “the right decision,” as 
“tax receipts will drop millions if not bil- 
lions of dollars, which will reduce monies 
available to towns, with no end in sight.” 

“We must live within our means,’ 
Glover said. 

While she was in favor of consolidat- 
ing dispatch services with another com- 
munity, she did not feel Wilbraham was 
the right option. 

“We want a partnership with some- 
body, we want to vote with somebody, we 
don’t want to be the victims or the minori- 
ty,’ Glover said. “We’ve gone that route 
— it doesn’t work.” 

Hampden resident and former Select- 
man James Smith expressed his belief that 
prior to partnering with any community, 
selectmen should engage the public in the 
process, as there is a large group of people 
with concerns of shutting down dispatch 
services in town. He also said the Wilbra- 
ham option seemed to have more support 
from residents and encouraged selectmen 
to further explore such a partnership. 

Fellow resident Thad Clavette agreed 
with Smith, pointing to the concerns he’s 
seen posted on Facebook raising ques- 
tions about the budget numbers, changing 
state requirements and more. 

“To make an intelligent vote, a lot of 
questions need to be answered,’ Clavette 
said. 

Selectman John D. Flynn noted that 
while the Longmeadow Fire Department 
had positive experiences with the switch, 
there were issues in the beginning. He also 
said both East Longmeadow and Mon- 
son were too early into their experience 
with regionalization to provide useful 
feedback. Additionally, with Westcomm 
exploring a larger site, he felt waiting a 
little longer would help the town make an 
informed decision with the right partner. 

“Let them work it out,’ he said. “We 
don’t have to buy the 2020 car.” 


ing interest charges would not have a pro- 
found impact on Hampden’s budget or 
cash flow. 

“The interest waiver really results in 
the same thing and allows the individual 
person to make a decision whether they’re 
going to make the June | deadline or do it 
late and still have no penalty,’ Hampden 
Selectman Mary Ellen Glover said, noting 
her preference. 

Hampden’s decision waives penalties 
and interest on all late payments of prop- 
erty tax and motor vehicle excise tax pay- 
ments with a due date on or after March 
10, where payment is made by June 29. 
Additionally, selectmen extended the ap- 
plication deadline for personal exemp- 
tions for real estate taxes from April | to 
June 1. 

Those with questions regarding their 
tax bills should contact the Collector’s 
Office. Wilbraham residents should call 
596-2800, ext. 206. Hampden residents 
may call 566-2151, ext. 104. 
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Items like non-perishable food, toilet paper and other essential goods were loaded 
into boxes to assist folks throughout the community. Called “Boxes of Hope,” the items 
were packed and delivered by members of Evangel Assembly. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Wilbraham woman pens 
first children’s book 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -A pair of wagging 
tails led one Wilbraham woman on her 
first writing adventure, penning her first 
animal-themed children’s tale. 

“Lily and Chip Chip,’ by ML Stacy 
tells the story of a cockapoo, Lily, and 
a chipmunk, Chip Chip, who become 
friends despite their drastic difference of 
species. 

Stacy, owner of Stacy’s Cleaners in 
East Longmeadow, said the idea for the 
book came from her real-life cockapoo 
— a cocker spaniel-poodle mix — named 
Lily, who made a remarkable friendship 
with a wild chipmunk Stacy calls “Chip 
Chip.” 

“Lily would sit and bark at every- 
thing,’ Stacy said, including squirrels 
and neighboring pets. “Then one day I 
saw her wagging her tail. I went and did 
some investigating out on the sun porch 
and this chipmunk started tearing across 
my patio. It stopped and looked at Lily, 
who was wagging her tail.” 

Over time, the relationship grew to be 
a daily occurrence, with Lily stopping by 
the window, wagging her tail and playing 
from behind the glass with the wild crit- 
ter. Stacy said she would say, “Where’s 
Chip Chip,” and Lily would run to the 
porch door and look outside, wagging 
her tail. 

Now, three years later, Lily continues 
to sit and wait for her friend. 

“Chip Chip resurfaced about a month 
ago and Lily started watching,” she said. 

After observing the interesting rela- 
tionship develop, Stacy, a former reading 
teacher and longtime volunteer in the li- 
braries of Stony Hill and Mile Tree Ele- 
mentary schools in Wilbraham, decided 
to put pen to paper and write a fun story 
for her grandchildren, then ages 2- and 
4-years-old. 

She conducted research, learning 
what she could about chipmunks, com- 
piled photographs and assembled the 
documents into a binder that she showed 
to her grandchildren, where it was an in- 
stant hit. 

“This was something on my bucket 
list,’ she said. “One of my dreams.” 

The former reading teacher noted 
that the book uses personification — giv- 
ing human traits to non-human things — 


(ily and Chip Chip 





“Lily and Chip Chip” by ML Stacy, of 
Wilbraham, is now available for purchase at 
retailers like Amazon, printed by Dorrance 
Publishing. The story is inspired by her dog, 
Lily, and Lily’s wild friend. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 


and is appropriate for young audiences, 
introducing them to the concept. 

“T hope young kids enjoy it,’ she 
said. “The book is for ages 1-8, to enjoy 
and learn a little.” 

So far, the reviews have been largely 
positive. 

Last year, Stacy read the story to the 
second grade class of Judy Kibbe-Ire- 
land at Stony Hill School. When she was 
through, she asked the students for their 
opinions. Only one was negative, from 
a young boy who didn’t like it because 
“animals don’t talk.” 

Unfortunately, with the current public 
health emergency limiting social gather- 
ings and closing non-essential business 
for the time being, Stacy has not been 
able to promote her book in local book- 
stores or deliver copies to the school li- 
braries. As a member of the Christ Child 
Society of Western Massachusetts, how- 
ever, she has a Free Little Library out- 
side her house (and at other locations 
locally), with some copies inside. 

“Lily and Chip Chip,” published by 
Dorrance Publishing Co., is available for 
purchase online at retailers like Amazon, 
in both e-reader and paperback options. 
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NON THE SHELF 


What I’m reading at home 


Editor’s note: With folks 
stuck inside during _ the 
COVID-19 emergency, Wilbra- 
ham Assistant Library Direc- 
tor Mary Bell offers residents 
a look at some of her recent 
reads. Share your recommen- 
dations to your friends and 
neighbors. Send letters to the 
editor to tyler@ turley.com. 

By Mary Bell, Mary Bell 

Assistant Director 
Wilbraham Public Library 


Like many of you, I’ve been working 
from home for the last several weeks and 
trying to keep healthy during a challeng- 
ing time. I miss seeing all our library pa- 
trons in person, and thought you might 
like a behind-the-scenes look at what I’ve 
been reading and watching lately. 

“The Mirror and the 
Light” by Hilary Man- 
tel is the final book in 
the Thomas Cromwell 
trilogy that began with 
Wolf Hall. This dense 
and thorough historical 
fiction gives us a Sympa- 
thetic character study of 
the man who counseled 
Henry VIII. This is on the 
shortlist for the Women’s 
Prize for Fiction. 

For something com- 
pletely different, I start- 
ed “The City We Be- 
came” by N.K. Jemisin 
next. Imagine that New 
York City becomes alive, 
and five people take on 
the personality of each of 
the boroughs. There’s an 
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‘The Mirror and the Light’ by 


unknown enemy, however, who 
wants to take the city down. 
N.J. Jemisin is one of my go-to 
authors for fantasy stories with 
intricate world-building and 
complex storylines. 

Since I can’t watch any live 
sports, I’ve been watching ES- 
PN’s “30 for 30” documentary 
series. Each documentary cov- 
ers a variety of topics from a 
variety of sports. Highlights for 
me were “Broke,” telling the story of why 
professional athletes often have money 
problems after retirement and “The Day 
the Series Stopped,’ which explores the 
1989 Loma Prieta earthquake that inter- 
rupted Game 3 of the World Series. 

And finally, ’ve been taking advan- 
tage of Library of Congress events on- 
line (https://www.loc.gov/collections/ 
event-videos/?loclr=eanw), watching 
performances from the Martha Graham 
Dance Company, an in- 
terview with Tim Gunn 
of “Project Runway,’ 
and author talks from the 
National Book Festival. 

What are you reading 
and watching? I can’t 
wait to hear all about it in 
person when we reopen 
but for now, feel free 
to email me at mbell@ 


Feel free to contact us 
at reference @ wilbra- 
hamlibrary.org with any 
questions, for reading 
recommendations, or 
help using our online re- 
sources. Library staff 1s 
checking this from home 
and would love to hear 
from you! 


Health care institutions receive funds 
through Community Foundation 


SPRINGFIELD -— A fourth round 
of grants, totaling $226,000 from the 
COVID-19 Response Fund for the Pi- 
oneer Valley, has been announced with 
health care and medical centers in Hamp- 
den, Hampshire and Franklin counties 
receiving the largest portion of funding 
as they battle the impact of the disease 
on the region with surging admissions to 
hospitals. 

To date, the Response Fund has grant- 
ed more than $1.3 million to local orga- 
nizations. 

Grants were made to Baystate Medi- 
cal Center in Springfield; Baystate No- 
ble Hospital in Westfield; Baystate Wing 
Hospital in Palmer; and Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center in Greenfield (through 
the Baystate Health Foundation); Holy- 
oke Medical Center in Holyoke; Mercy 
Hospital in Springfield; Shriners Hospital 
for Children in Springfield; and Cooley 
Dickinson Hospital Health Care Corp. in 
Northampton. 

Since launching the COVID-19 Re- 
sponse Fund for the Pioneer Valley, the 
Community Foundation of Western Mas- 
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sachusetts has raised $3.6 million from 
350 individuals, families, foundations and 
companies in the region and outside of the 
region. 

According to Katie Allan Zobel, pres- 
ident and CEO of the Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts, “As the 
impact on our region unfolds, more urgent 
needs are emerging and the health care 
systems in the three counties have been 
hit particularly hard. These grants to the 
health care institutions in the three-county 
area recognize the critical importance of 
the health care infrastructure in Western 
Massachusetts.” 

Zobel said that with the announce- 
ment that public schools will be closed 
for the remainder of the academic year, 
the Community Foundation will be con- 
ducting additional outreach to determine 
needs going forward for young people in 


the region. 
The Community Foundation wel- 
comes additional donations to the 


COVID-19 Response Fund for the Pio- 
neer Valley. Gifts can be made online at 
www.communityfoundation.org/covid19. 
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Healing during and after the pandemic 


By Mary Bandouveres 
Correspondent 


WILBRAHAM -_ The © current 
COVID-19 pandemic affects us all but not 
in all the same ways. For some it is the 
quiet and isolation, or uncertainty about 
income that wears on the nerves. For 
others the sudden sound of a celebratory 
parade can cause extreme anxiety. In the 
worst case, it is watching a friend or loved 
one fight the virus. 

In whatever way the pandemic has af- 
fected the community, Bonni-Lynne San- 
dler of HeartnSoul Yoga on Boston Road 
in Wilbraham is reaching out to help her 
friends and neighbors. 

“At the onset of this pandemic, my 
heart spoke to me and I decided to offer 
free live classes with many HeartnSoul 
Teachers and Therapists on Zoom,’ said 
Sandler. 

“This pandemic is the definition of 
trauma in many ways,’ Sandler said. ““We 
have little idea of what is happening next; 
cannot control what goes on outside of us 
combined with the isolation, stress and 
uncertainty. Trauma is held on a cellular 
level and processed in two parts of the 
brain. The executive functioning or cog- 
nitive part and the reptilian brain. Most of 
us have heard of the fight flight or freeze 
response. In order to release trauma fully 
from the body mind and spirit, we must 
move especially mindful movement.” 

Sandler’s studio is currently closed 
but she is offering free online classes for 
anyone interested in adding some stress 
relieving practices to their daily routine. 

“The advice I have been giving to my 
private clients, is to create a structure and 
to control reactions within the inner land- 
scape. This means creating a structured 
daytime to eat dinner or meals, call a 
friend at a certain time, moving the body 
through exercise such as mindful move- 
ment like yoga and so forth. This gives 
us a source of strength and control of our 
lives when there is so much out of our 
control.” 

Sandler has worked with area schools 
including an after-school program, “Care 





Bonni-Lynn Sandler of HeartnSoul Yoga in 
Wilbraham is offering online classes and 
sessions with teachers during the current 
public health emergency. FILE PHOTO 


to say Namaste” at Stony Hill Elementa- 
ry School and a program for pre-school 
children at the Wilbraham United Church 
Nursery School. Sandler also emphasizes 
yoga therapy in conjunction with physical 
therapy and chair yoga, programs she has 
offered at the Gardens of Wilbraham and 
the East Springfield Library. She reaches 
out to the public at the Peach Blossom 
Festival and by donating to area schools 
and organizations for fundraisers. 

Sandler earned her Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in Health and Master’s degree in 
Special Education. She is a yoga thera- 
pist, yoga teacher and holds certifications 
in Reiki, massage and other holistic heal- 
ing modalities. 

A schedule of her free online class- 
es can be found at heartnsoulyoga.net or 
on her Facebook page HeartnSoul Yoga 
Therapy & Wellness. Sandler can be 
reached by phone at 413-377-8888. 


Manufacturers to produce 
equipment for medical workers 


EAST LONGMEADOW - Hasbro, 
Inc. a global play and entertainment 
company, and Cartamundi, a manufac- 
turer of playing cards, trading cards and 
board games, recently announced plans 
to produce 50,000 face shields a week 
for front-line health care workers over 
the next several weeks. The personal 
protective equipment will be manufac- 
tured at the Cartamundi facility in East 
Longmeadow and donated to local hos- 
pitals in both Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, home to Hasbro’s global head- 
quarters. 

“We are grateful for the opportuni- 
ty to work together with our partners 
at Cartamundi to produce much-need- 
ed personal protective equipment, to 
directly assist the critical needs of 





front-line medical workers in our com- 
munity,” said John Frascotti, Hasbro 
president and COO. “Throughout this 
challenging time, Hasbro is commit- 
ted to using our brands, our resources 
and our expertise to help make a dif- 
ference.” 

Cartamundi East Longmeadow has 
put in place specific protection mea- 
sures for workers on the production 
lines including medical screenings, 
temperature checks, PPE, plexiglass 
screens, distancing measures, separa- 
tion and regular sanitization between 
shifts. They will continue to follow the 
strict guidelines and health measures 
recommended by the local and federal 
government and the World Health Or- 
ganization. 


Area boutique supporting local nonprofits 


SPRINGFIELD — Contrition Cloth- 
ing, a Springfield-based online boutique, 
provides quarterly monetary donations to 
local nonprofits that empower women and 
girls, as well as community support, and 
now is working to provide a gift to the 
Care Center of Holyoke. 

Contribution Clothing is working to 
provide 15 percent of net profits to the 
center, which helps support young moth- 
ers by giving them tools to learn and grasp 
how powerful they are. 

In addition, the boutique has worked 
with Bay Path University to create the 
Contribution Clothing Scholarship Fund, 
providing $500 toward tuition. 


“T want Contribution Clothing to 
be more than an online boutique,’ said 
founder Kelly Partridge, “I want it to be- 
come a community of women that sup- 
port, encourage and inspire each other to 
be better versions of themselves. Women 
can do anything and every single one of 
them needs to hear that and believe it.” 

Since launching in June of 2019, 
the boutique has supported such West- 
er Massachusetts nonprofits as Unify 
Against Bullying, Dress for Success, 
Shriners, Safe Passage and Girls Inc. of 
the Valley. 

For more information, visit contribu- 
tionclothing.com. 
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Spring sports officially cancelled 


Following the gover- 
nor’s closure of schools 
for the remainder of 
the year, spring sports 
will not happen 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — After weeks of 
speculation back and forth, the 
high school sports world got the 
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NORTON — Mass Golf has 
made the decision to cancel 
the 111th Massachusetts Open, 
set to take place June 15-17 at 
Taconic Golf Club in William- 
stown, due to the ongoing spread 
of COVID-19 throughout Mas- 
sachusetts and the entire country. 

All six Mass Open qualifying 
events have also been canceled, 
but any exemptions from this 
year will carry over and be hon- 
ored for the 2021 Mass Open. 


ay 


sports@turley.com 


sad news it had been dreading. 

Last Friday, the Massachu- 
setts Interscholastic Athletic As- 
sociation’s Board of Directors 
was forced unanimously to can- 
cel the spring sports season and 
associated tournaments. 

It was a mere formality as 
Gov. Charlie Baker announced 
last Tuesday that schools in 
Massachusetts would remained 
closed for the remainder of the 
2019-2020 academic school 
year, which would have ended in 
mid to late June. 
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Participants who have regis- 
tered have received an email de- 
tailing how refunds will be pro- 
cessed for the Mass Open and its 
qualifying events. 

The Mass Open is the only 
Mass Golf event that allows 
amateur and professionals from 
any state or country to enter 
and compete against one anoth- 
er. With a professional purse of 
$75,000, the Mass Open offers 
one of the largest purses in the 
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Baker held off for a few 
weeks on making the decision, 
hoping new coronavirus case 
numbers would decrease to the 
point where the state could begin 
opening up. 

But as the “surge” in both 
new cases and deaths progressed, 
it became clear to Baker’s ad- 
ministration that putting students 
in schools would not be a good 
situation. Additionally, the Mas- 
sachusetts Teachers Association 
pushed for the closure of schools 
for the remainder of the year. 





New England area. 

The Four-Ball Champion- 
ship was also canceled earlier 
this month, making the Mass 
Open the second of Mass Golf’s 
Championships to be canceled 
this year. This also marks the 
first time since 1945 that there 
will be no Mass Open played, 
as the event was not held from 
1943-45 due to World War II. 

“We care deeply about this 
historic and signature champi- 
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The closure of school means 
it is not possible for athletes to 
play sports, putting an end to the 
proposed shortened, 12-game 
season the MIAA was hoping to 
play beginning on May 4. The 
school closure was set to expire 
on that day before Baker made 
his announcement. 

The announcement gives a 
definitive answer the question 
about whether or not seniors 
will have their final moments in 
many of their respective spring 
sports. The decision cancels 
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baseball, softball, boys lacrosse, 
girls lacrosse, boys tennis, girls 
tennis, boys track, girls track, 
boys volleyball. 

There are no proposals for 
any school sponsored sports to 
play during the summer, and ath- 
letic directors will now have to 
turn their attention to hopefully 
playing sports this fall, provided 
school resumes in September. 

In the MIAA announcement, 
they have made no mention or 
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Summer soccer league 
officials optimistic for 
a 2020 season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


LUDLOW -— In the advent of 
the high school sports spring sea- 
son being cancelled and the lack 
of team sports being played all 
over the country, sights in West- 
ern Massachusetts have now be- 
gun looking at whether summer 
sports will be played. 

Summer sports have _bal- 
looned over the years as a way 
to keep all athletes active during 
the summer months. In the past, 
there was only summer baseball 
and soccer. But basketball, field 
hockey, lacrosse, and even flag 


onship and have made this de- 
cision with a heavy heart,” said 
Jesse Menachem, Mass Golf’s 
Executive Director/CEO. “This 
is an unfortunate situation we’re 
dealing with in the COVID-19 
era, but our absolute priori- 
ty is to protect the health and 
safety of the Players, Officials, 
Volunteers, and Spectators as 
well as the Host Club Staff and 
Mass Golf Staff involved in the 
Mass Open and its qualifying 


football have been added over 
time. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League, however, nearly 
outlasts them all and is consid- 
ered a crucial battleground for 
players that are vying for that 
competitive edge heading into 
the fall season. 

The PVSSL has been in exis- 
tence for more than 40 years, and 
there is some question as wheth- 
er or not the season will begin on 
time following the cancellations 
that have already occurred. 

Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow, 
which hosts the PVSSL finals 
in early August, is the home of 
the semi-pro Western Mass. Pio- 
neers. However, their season has 
been cancelled. 

The American Legion base- 
ball program will not have a 
national tournament or a World 


Please see SOCCER, page 16 


File photos 

Players from all over the 

region have participated in 

the Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League for more than 

40 years. The league said last 
week it is closely monitoring the 
coronavirus situation, but is still 
hopeful the league will begin 
play on time in mid-June. 


Mass. Golf cancels annual open event in June 


events. Taconic has been ex- 
tremely supportive throughout 
this decision-making process 
and we are so appreciative of 
our long-standing partnership as 
well as their understanding and 
flexibility in what is truly an un- 
precedented time.” 

The Qualifying schedule was 
as follows: Pine Brook CC (May 
7); CC of Pittsfield (May 13); 


Please see GOLF, page 16 
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Valley Wheel Baseball 
looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for the upcoming 2020 
season. The league is seeking players ages 28 and up. 
Players turning 28 this year are eligible. However, only 
players 30 and older can pitch. The league plays 15 reg- 
ular season games with games being held mostly on 
Sundays with a couple of weekday games thrown in the 
mix as well as a special Mother’s Day Saturday game in 
early May. However, due to the current circumstances, 
the league schedule has been pushed back. The league 
still plans to play its season once bans on gatherings are 
lifted. The league is built on comradery, fair play, and 
having a good time with friends. If interested in trying 
out, go to www.valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules of 
the league and new player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can contact the league’s 
commissioner, Jim Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or 
call him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will be taking place 
in the early weeks of April, weather permitting, with a 
draft following the tryouts. 
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UWS still hopeful 
for 2020 season 


LUDLOW -— United Women’s Soccer (UWS) has reaf- 
firmed its intent to play the 2020 season for both UWS and 
UWS League Two. The start of the season will be delayed 
in order to align with CDC guidance and we will work 
with all of our clubs to adjust the regular season schedule. 
The safety of our players, fans and staff remain our top pri- 
ority and we will continue to monitor events and receive 
guidance from local, state, and national authorities. 

“First and foremost, the safety of all the players, staff 
and supporters will guide any final decision on the 2020 
season,” said League Commissioner Joseph Ferrara Jr. 
“We have been working diligently on different scenarios 
based on potential timelines. UWS intends to provide a 
National Championship structure for our member teams 
as it is the most important service provided by the league. 
Our investment into this event has made it a tremendous 
showcase for women’s soccer. 

The New England Mutiny participate in the UWS and 
has recently featured several star players from Western 
Massachusetts. 
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Sion-ups ongoing for 
Qirabbin ae 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new players for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several with open roster spots. 
Last year, the league voted to allow players age 28 and 
29 to be able to join the league, though players under 
30 are not eligible to pitch. The cost of the league this 
season is $192. For returning players, sign-ups are 
extended through May |. New players can also sign up 
through this date with the draft currently set for May 
2. The league hopes to begin play in early June. The 
season is 15 regular season games plus at least one 
playoff game. A modified schedule is being worked 
on by league officials. Games are nine innings and 
metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats are allowed. Fields 
locations are throughout Western Mass. For more in- 
formation on the league, or if you are interested in 
registering, go to https://www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org/. The league is also in Facebook. 


The USL-Two, a men’s semi-professional team, re- 
cently announced the Northeast Division cancelled its 
regular season. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 


space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 


Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 


Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 
Tel. 413-283-4395 . 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Curved symmetrical 
structure 

5. One’s partner in 
marriage 

11. Male admirer 

12. Spend in a period of 
dormancy 

16. Popular Easter meal 

17. Doc 

18. Bearing a heavy load 

19. Gratitude 

24. The Mount Rushmore 
State 

29. Driving 

26. Girl 

2/. British thermal unit 

28. Makes a mistake 

29. A defined length of time 

30. Lions do it 

31. Large quantities 

33. Become less intense 

34. Famed peninsula 

38. Emerges 

39. Rare Hawaiian geese 


confidence 
5. Lapp 
6. Bicycled 


44. Measures speed of an 
engine (abbr.) 

45. Yankee hero Bucky 

49. Midway between west 
and northwest 

50. Monetary unit of 
Samoa 

51. Makes clothing 

53. opielberg’s alien 

04. Agreeable to the taste 

06. Injury treatment 
protocol 

58. Cools your house 

99. Imaginary line 

60. New convert 

63. Some do it to their 
windows 

64. Wore away 

65. Work units 


9. Grain towers 


13. Commercial 


23. A doctrine 


29. Atomic #73 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Remove body tissue 
2. Harvester 


34. Belgian city 
35. GO in again 


30. Baseball stat 

31. Female sibling 

32. A soft gray metal (abbr.) 
33. Southern constellation 
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7. Entrance to a passage 
8. Western U.S. state 


10. “Westworld” actress __ 
Rachel Wood 


14. One who left a will 
15. Makes it through 
20. Within (prefix) 

21. Sea patrol (abbr.) 
22. Cigarettes (slang) 


27. Constrictor snakes 
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40. Dance style . Roadside living quarters 36. In a different, more 
43. Drove . Excessive self- 


positive way 

37.A place for sleeping 

38. Blood type 

40. Syrian news agency 
(abbr.) 

41.A salt or ester of acetic 
acid 

42. Millihenry 

44. Populous Israeli city 
—_ AW 

45. Widen 

46. Magical potion 

47. Acknowledging 

48. Private romantic 
rendezvous 

50. Cavalry sword 

51. Terabyte 

02. Artificial intelligence 

04. Bullfighting maneuver 

90. Breezed through 

5/7. Santa says it three 
times 

61. and behold 

62. 36 inches (abbr.) 





GOLF from page 15 


Kernwood CC (May 18); Ocean Edge 
R&CC (May 20); Pleasant Valley CC 
(May 26); and The Bay Club at Mattapoi- 
sett (May 28). 

Oak Hill CC in Fitchburg will be the 
host site of the Mass Open in 2021. The 
club will be celebrating its centennial next 
year as well. 

“We greatly appreciate the continued 
support of all our Mass Golf Member 
Clubs who were scheduled to host qual- 
ifying, as well as Taconic GC for their 
willingness to host the Championship,’ 
said Kevin Eldridge, Mass Golf’s Direc- 
tor of Rules & Competitions. “We look 
forward to continuing this signature event 
in 2021.” 

Taconic was getting set to host the 
Mass Open for the second time, first host- 
ing it in 1992 when Boston native Andy 
Morse took home the title. Taconic has 
also hosted three USGA Championships 
and four NCAA Championships in its sto- 


SPRING from page 15 


answered any questions about the status 
of fall sports. However, athletic directors 
in Western Massachusetts have begun de- 
veloping fall schedules, expecting teams 
will be playing in early September. 

The coronavirus first struck the end 
of winter sports on March 12, when the 
MIAA was forced to cancel the state finals 
in both hockey and basketball. Monson 
High School girls basketball played in the 
final state semifinal game, losing to May- 
nard in a Division 4 semifinal at Worces- 
ter State University with fans barred from 
the building. Maynard and other semifinal 
winners were deemed “co-state champi- 
ons” by the MIAA. 


SOCCER from page 1 


Series. However, Legion officials do hope 
players will have a regular season, espe- 
cially with the spring baseball season can- 
celled. 

Chris Kolodziey, who along with his 
wife Dianna, took over the PVSSL in 
place of his late father, league founder 
and legendary soccer contributor William 
Kolodziey, says they are monitoring the 
situation closely. 

Unlike some other leagues, Dianna 
Kolodziey said last week there is some 
flexibility in holding the PVSSL season. 

“We are not opposed to revising the 
start and end dates for the leagues, we are 
will continue to explore our options to get 
our players back on the field,” said Dianna 
Kolodziey. 

The league typically begins play in 
mid-June and concludes during the final 
week of July with a playoff week follow- 
ing that. 

PVSSL plays a 10 or 1l-game reg- 
ular season. The league is divided into 
four divisions, Division A boys, Division 
B boys, Division A girls, and Division B 
girls. Larger schools highly competitive 
or advanced smaller schools usually par- 
ticipate in Division A. Division B usual- 
ly includes smaller schools or situations 
where a larger school has two teams. 


ried history. Jack Nicklaus was 16 when 
he made the semifinals of the 1956 U.S. 
Junior Amateur, hosted by Taconic. 

Taconic also hosted the Mass Amateur 
back in 2016, won by Brendan Hunter, of 
Red Tail GC. 

Josh Hillman, the head golf pro at 
Taconic, said he’s disappointed _ that 
COVID-19 has led to this cancelation of 
the Mass Open and other events, and he 
just wants to see Taconic get another shot 
at some point. 

“Taconic will always be here for Mass 
Golf, and we hope to get another Cham- 
pionship on the schedule soon,’ said Hill- 
man, who was named the 2019 Northeast- 
ern New York PGA Golf Professional of 
the Year. 

New Hampshire’s Michael Martel 
won the Mass Open last year by edging 
out Ryan Gendron (Tampa, Florida) by 
1 stroke. In the process, he ended Jason 
Thresher’s three-year winning streak in 
the Mass Open. 


The spring season was set to begin 
on March 16, and was first postponed to 
March 30 as many schools closed down 
on their own for two weeks. Gov. Baker 
then shut schools down for three weeks 
until April 7. In a subsequent decision 
on March 23, athletics were postponed 
through April 27. Baker countered with 
a school closure extension through May 
4. The MIAA followed suit with a May 4 
starting date for spring sports, agreeing to 
a shortened season and only holding sec- 
tional playoffs that would have concluded 
before the end of June. 

Unlike colleges, which granted ath- 
letes an additional year of eligibility for 
spring sports, seniors in high school will 
not have that option. 


Last week, Dianna Kolodziey placed a 
statement on the PVSSL website express- 
ing the optimism of having a normal sum- 
mer season. 

“At this time we are keeping our hopes 
up and being optimistic that we will be 
able to move forward with the PVSSL this 
summer,” she stated. “Our plan is to have 
the a league for the summer. Chris and 
I along with our executive board is con- 
tinuing to monitor the situation with the 
Corona virus (COVID-19) throughout our 
nation and around the world. While this 
is an evolving situation, we are taking the 
current situation seriously and are follow- 
ing developments very closely. 

“We will continue to monitor the situa- 
tion in real time and will provide a further 
updates in the near future. We apologize 
any inconvenience this may have caused 
however, the safety of our PVSSL family 
is our highest priority.” 

Dianna Kolodziey did not specifically 
say what steps would be taken if the sea- 
son were to start, including modified rules 
for social distancing, and eliminating 
handshake lines after games like a number 
of sports plan to. 

The Kolodzieys state they hope to hold 
registrations in early May. For more infor- 
mation, Kolodziey can be contacted at ck- 
olodziey@msn.com. 
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This week in recreation 


By Erin Carroll, 
Assistant Director 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


Our new reality is very 
intimidating as we still have 
sO many more questions than 
answers. We all ¥ 
hope and anticipate 
the days when our 
lives will get back 
to ‘normal,’ but 
until then we need 
to find happiness 
in the small things 
that bring a smile 
to our faces, our sil- 
ver linings. Some 
positives that most 
have witnessed or ex- 
perienced: 

Families don’t have to go 
somewhere to have fun. We 
can have fun and be creative 
in our homes. 

Kids are mastering riding 
their bicycles. Everyone 1s 
mastering the value of taking 
walks. 

Siblings can be our friends. 
Kids are actually missing 
school and their teachers. 
Kids are also helping out more 
around the house and learning 
responsibility. 

With this being said, we all 
know we have our down mo- 
ments and as we approach the 
month of May and our second 






Erin Carroll 


month (seems like years) of 
self-isolation, I think we can 
agree that we are all going 
to get through this together 
and come out the other side 
as stronger individuals. Life 
throws us curveballs to make 
us better and appreciate ev- 
erything a little bit 
more. 

We will appre- 
ciate our work and 
school _ schedules, 
and routines. We 
will appreciate our 
friends, co-workers 
and extended fami- 
ly. We will not com- 
plain about going 
to practices, making 
a grocery list, being 
too busy or anything 
else that we have complained 
about that now seems silly. We 
will be better! 


Department notes: Please 
visit WilbrahamRec.com for 
more details on our next round 
of Esport programs. Our first 
round was successful so more 
Esport programs and sessions 
will be coming soon! All of 
our summer program, summer 
camps and Spec Pond Beach 
are listed at WilbrahamRec. 
com for all to view. Registra- 
tion dates for summer activi- 
ties will be determined within 
the next month. 


Annual Press Club Roast 
postponed until fall 2020 


SPRINGFIELD —- The Val- 
ley Press Club’s Board of Direc- 
tors decided March 17 to post- 
pone the May 8 Valley Press 
Club Roast to the fall due to the 
effects of the new coronavirus. 
The Roast, which features hu- 
morous sketches about public 
officials as a fundraiser for the 
club’s scholarships to journal- 
ism students, is usually held 
in the spring at the John Boyle 
O’Reilly Club in Springfield. 
Tony Cignoli, noted national po- 
litical consultant, was to be the 


city councilors and state legis- 
lators were expected to attend. 
The Roast is similar to the White 
House Correspondent’s dinner in 
Washington, D.C. that uses humor 
to bring both the media and news- 
makers together. Peter Goonan, 
reporter of the Republican is the 
chairman of the event. The Valley 
Press Club, founded in 1960, con- 
sists of active and retired journal- 
ists and marketing/public relations 
professionals. 

For more information or to be- 
come a member, visit valleypress- 
club.com. 
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VA urges mental health support from home 


LEEDS — May is Mental Health Awareness 
Month and now more than ever, VA Central 
Western Massachusetts Healthcare System is 
committed to providing high-quality mental 
health care while keeping veterans safe from 
exposure to the coronavirus. 

To help reduce the risk of infection at the 
facility, VA Central Western Massachusetts 
Healthcare System asks that Veterans use on- 
line resources for routine or non-urgent mental 
health care and questions, helping to protect 
veterans from contracting COVID-19 while en- 
abling providers to focus on care for those with 
the most acute needs. 

“Due to COVID-19 precautionary mea- 
sures, and out of concern for our local Veterans, 
we are honoring current physical distancing 
guidelines,’ said Andrew T. McMahon, interim 
director at VA Central Western Massachusetts 
Healthcare System. “Through VA’s virtual care 
tools, we are able to leverage available technol- 
ogy to make sure that our patients and staff are 
as safe as possible during this time.” 

VA is offering veterans with a variety of at- 
home resources. 


Telephone/Video Appointments 

Veterans should maintain their existing men- 
tal health appointments — and may receive care 
at home — using VA Video Connect on their 
computers, smartphones, or tablets. To set up 
telephone or video appointments, Veterans can 
send their health care provider a secure message 
on My HealtheVet by visiting myhealth.va.gov. 
Veterans can learn more about VA Video Con- 
nect at mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect. 


Prescription Refills 

Veterans should continue taking all med- 
ications as prescribed and talk to their mental 
health provider if they have any concerns. Vet- 
erans may request prescription refills and order 
shipments of medications to their homes using 
My HealtheVet or by contacting their provider 
through the Call Center. VA’s Safe Home Envi- 
ronment handout provides information on safe- 
ly storing medications in the home. 


Resources 

VA provides information on ways for Veter- 
ans and their families to maintain and enhance 
their mental health and well-being during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. Information about man- 
aging stress and anxiety, as well as mental 
health resources, are available at www.mental- 
health.va.gov/coronavirus/resources. 


Text Reminders 
Veterans can use Annie’s Coronavirus Pre- 
cautions protocol to send automated text mes- 
sages with information about COVID-19. This 


application helps Veterans monitor their symp- 
toms and can assist those who need to contact 
their VA facility for care. Veterans may enroll in 
the app at mobile.va.gov/annie. 


Mobile App 

The Office of Mental Health and Suicide 
Prevention, National Center for PTSD and Mo- 
bile Mental Health team announced the launch 
of the COVID Coach Mobile App. COVID 
Coach is designed to help individuals, partners, 
and families build resilience, manage stress, 
and increase their well-being during this crisis. 
The app is free, secure and helps connect users 
to important resources for coping and adapting 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Customized 
tools are available to help cope with stress, stay 
well, stay safe, stay healthy, stay connected, and 
navigate parenting, care-giving, and working 
from home while physically distancing, quar- 
antined, or sheltered in place. Users can track 
their mood, visualize their progress, and find 
resources to seek additional help and support. 
The app is available on iOS and Android. No 
email account or password is required and user 
data 1s not collected. 


Connected Care 

VA Central Western Massachusetts Health- 
care System remains open and continues to pro- 
vide care to Veterans during the pandemic. Vet- 
erans can receive face-to-face care for urgent 
mental health concerns at the main facility in 
Leeds, the Springfield Outpatient Clinic and the 
Worcester Outpatient Clinic at Lincoln Street. 
Also, clinicians at all sites are providing a range 
of mental health services using the virtual care 
options described above. If any Veteran is seek- 
ing mental health care, they may contact the 
Call Center. Veterans may also call the Veterans 
Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255, Press 1. 


Call Center 

The Call Center helps connect veterans with 
a triage nurse for emergencies, injury or illness; 
renew or check the status of your medications; 
schedule medical, mental health and specialty 
appointments; check on the status of consults or 
non-VA care consults; connect with enrollment, 
billing, medical records, Hud-Vash, travel and 
other needs; access mental health care and sub- 
stance abuse treatment; report a hospitalization; 
access the patient experience coordinator. Con- 
tact the Call Center at 1-800-893-1522 or send a 
secure message via MyHealthe Vet. Those expe- 
riencing a medical emergency, should call 911. 
For mental health emergencies, call the Veter- 
ans Crisis Line 

For more information visit www.mental- 
health.va.gov/coronavirus. 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


emcee. Numerous local politi- 
cians, including area mayors, 
WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, May 
20, 2020 at 6:15 PM on the 
application of Gary M. Kakley 
for a Special Permit as 
required under Section 4.4.8 
of the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to allow the construc- 
tion of an additional detached 


residential accessory building 
consisting of a proposed 12 
foot by 20 foot garage/shed on 
the Kakley property located at 
42 Glenn Drive as shown on 
information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website at 
https://www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Important Notice: Due to 


the ongoing Covid-19 public 
health emergency the Town 
Office Building remains 
closed to the public and this 
public hearing will be con- 
ducted exclusively via remote 
participation in compliance 
with Governor Baker’s March 
12, 2020 Emergency 
Executive Order Suspending 
Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law (M.G.L. c. 30A, 
s. 20), and the March 15, 2020 


Emergency Executive Order 
imposing limitations on the 
number of people that may 
gather in one place. While 
in-person attendance is not 
possible, the public may 
remotely join and participate 
in the public hearing while in 
progress using GoToMeeting 
video conferencing technology 
by following the instructions 
on the meeting agenda that 
will be posted on the town 


website on or about May 15, 
2020. 
Jeffrey Smith 
Chairman 
4/30, 5/07/2020 


SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of May 1, 2020 the fol- 


lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 
Vehicle: 2004 Volvo S60 
VIN# Y VIRS59V 142411344 
Color: Silver 
LKO: Wendy Paulk/Solomon 
Address: 159 Stony Hill Rd., 
Wilbraham MA 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


) Access archives and 
y digital tear sheets by 
/ newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


f 
S 
F 





Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 
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a a SARIS : 
**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 

Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 












AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


*kKKEKEA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(41 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA WU Discover Ly Cash L) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 











BELCHERTOWN 


2 
BROOKFIELD / 






HUBBARDSTON 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


‘ELD 


BROOKFI 


BRIMFIELD 


a (a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
Spring clean-up, mulch, stone, seed, & 
sod installation, trimming, pruning, plant- 
ing, & mowing. Free Estimates. Contact 
us via cell or email at (413)250-7893 
2oldguys2020 @ gmail.com 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FALCON LANADSCAPING Mowing, 
Spring/ Fall clean-up, trimming, mulch 
and more. Call Craig 413-575-8178. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Buying? Selling? 
Ou ae 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 
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ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


oy Ys Oe) Ot 


AND REPAIRABLE 


OF AN 


FREE TOWI 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


CALL OR TEXT 


413-219-6339 


$SSSSSSSS$SS$ 
Get cash for as is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 


Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 


dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


2018 CHEVY IMPALA PREMIER 
fully loaded, 30,000 miles $35,000. 


Please Call 413-244-5623 


Sale” 


O.C.White Co. 


ILLUMINATING IDEAS & DESIGNS 
Since 1883 


FULL AND PART-TIME WORK 
THORNDIKE, MA 
e Shipping Assistant: 
to package and prepare shipments 


e Assemblers: 
to assemble products. IE nuts, bolts and 
electronic LED boards. Electronic assembly 
experience preferred but will train. 


e Material Handler: 
General work handling 
finished parts in several departments 
with QC requirements. 


M-F, 40 hours, 7-3:30 or Part-time as agreed 
Benefits: Health insurance offered, 
401K matching program, Vacation and Holidays. 
Clean working environment 
Call Andrew 413-289-1751 or submit Resume to 
Andrew @ ocwhite.com 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


PINE GROVE CONDOS 
SOUTH HADLEY 
Ground maintenance job 


Mowing, trimming and odd jobs 
June-Fall. Apply to 
pinegrovecondos @comcast.net 
Attn: Manager 








FOR RENT 


e 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 





FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


_ TAX FILING DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JULY 15 


2020 
TAX TIME 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 
through drop off and electronic processes. 


Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An |ffR 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


—" 
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Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


YOUR 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


Turle yo 
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Trusted Journalism & Local Reporting Since 1962 


Nise 
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Your Verified Local News Source 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS 





In Print & Online | 800.824.6548 
www.turley.com 
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Real Estate Brokerage 


Thank YOU for helping us INCREASE our Sales 
over Last Year by 3 MILLION DOLLARS!* 


During these unprecedented times, 
It’s all about community... 


ol OL OM O} sm Or (es-J [ale Ores c 


LISTING 





aE Pronda (CuUOoCO 


—\ Real Estate Brokerage 
2442 Boston Road, Suite D, Wilbraham, MA 
413-596-9232 


Brenda@wmasshomebuyer.com 








*Based on information provided to and compiled by MLS Property Information Network, Inc. 
covering the period 3/31/2019 through 3/31/2020. TM320785 





